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A WORD PLEASE 


The present booklet carries, in a nutshell, 
the story of the RSS of its last 60 years — ofits 
founder, its birth, its philosophy, its mode of 
action, the challenges it has triumphed over, its 
steady growth, the various fields which have 
received its light and warmth, its role in crucial 
national situations, the hearty approbation and 
support it is receiving from our society and its 
elders, and lastly, its over-all impact on society. 


It will be observed that the ideology the 
Sangh has accepted, the technique it has 
evolved. the attitude it has cultivated among 
its activists, the policies and programmes it has 
adopted, the campaigns it has launched and 
even the trials it has undergone — every one of 
these is directed towards infusing a new vision 
and cohesion in the heart and limbs of our 
nation. Thus, from a perusal of the book it will 
be apparent that this story is not merely of an 
institution, but more so of a nation that is 
getting roused and trying to stand on its own: in 
short, the story ofan organisation spearheading 
national renaissance. 


We hope our present publication will 
receive the same kind of hearty response from 
our enlightened readership-as here-to-fore. 


Vijayadashami, 1985. Publishers. 
Bangalore. 


RSS: SPEARHEADING NATIONAL 
RENAISSANCE 


The Rashtriya Swavamsevak Sangh is hot news today. Press 
is rife with news and views about it. Public discuss it in buses 
and trains. Politicians dilate upon its political impact. Religious 
leaders of every hue and colour are drawn to it. Workers in social 
and educational fields look up to it for support and guidance. 
Labour too is increasingly feeling its impact. In the student field 
it commands the most dominant voice. The neglected sections 
are coming into its re-assuring fold. Journalism, Literature, 
Rural Uplift, Social Reform — in fact, there is no field which is 
not receiving its warmth and light. 


Opposing voices too are not wanting. Press and politicians 
have made it a point of raging controversy. All sorts of charges 
and insinuations are made. The Government too had banned it 
twice. Every effort was made to crush it. Many forces, often 
abetted from outside, have joined hands in trying to malign it. 


All the same, activists fired with missionery zeal are 
swelling its ranks. And one-time critics are tuming into its 
admirers. More and more of eminent men in every field view itas 
the hope of the nation. Its workers are looked upon as men of 
trust and confidence, calibre and character. There is, in fact, a 
seachange in the entire nation’s mood. The popular wave is 
rising all over, in favour of its thought and its activities. And the 
whole world too, having come to know of its decisive role in 
‘overthrowing the autocratic regime of Emergency (1975-77), 
has come to recognise it as a most potent force in shaping the 
future destiny of this vast and great country. 


What then is the powerful urge behind this movement? Who 
was that genius who conceived of it and brought it into being? 
What was his vision and his plan of action? And how did the 
movement assume the present mighty dimensions? 


The Founder 


It was not mere chance that Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar 
hit upon the idea of founding the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. — 
In a way, his whole life, from his infancy, was a preparation ~ 
towards that end. He was as if born for that purpose. — ? 


Born on the Varsha Pratipada, the Hindu New-Year Day, - 
1889, at Nagpur, he symbolised, as if the new era he was to begin. 
Even as a child, he asked questions which amazed his elders: — 
“How could these handful of foreigners coming from six 5 
thousand miles away become our masters?” At the tender age of 
eight he threw away the sweets given to him in school on the 
occasion of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. “Is it not a 
disgrace to make merry on the jubilee of a foreign monarch?” he 
queried. As a high school student, he attended political meetings 
and worked for collegting national funds. In his fiery speech on — 
the occasion of Duserah at Rampayali in 1907, he unfurled the 
banner of Independence and gave the call to undertake 
Seemollanghan with ‘a march from slavery to freedom’. From that 
day onwards, he began to be shadowed by the British 
Intelligence which lasted till his very end. In 1908, Keshav 
roused the students of his high scool by the ‘seditious’ cry of 
Vande Mataram. He was expelled from his school. He paid the 
price of patriotism smilingly. He wandered from place to place 
and matriculated from Pune. 


A Doctor or a Revolutionary? 


After matriculation he chose Calcutta, then the Kashi of all 
revolutionary heroes, for further studies —_ his partiotic 
colleagues at Nagpur having arranged for the same. He joined the 
National Medical College, more to study the revolutionary 
movement from inside than to become a professional doctor. He 
entered the very core of the fiery Anusheelan Samiti — handling 
many a risky job, with the pseudonym ‘Koken’. He also identified | 
himself thoroughly with the Bengali life and plunged into varied 
student movements and social service activities. When the river 
Damodar was in floods, the young Keshava Rao was one of the 
leading members of the rescue team, carrying reliefand succour 
to the flood-stricken. When after graduation and two years of © 
internship he returned to Nagpur in 1916 as a doctor, Keshava 
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Rao found a bed of roses awaiting him — what with matrimonial 
offers from rich families and a lucrative profession. But, no! Ie 
firmly turned his back on all that. Though right from brith, he was 
steeped in poverty, he chose the same path of want and hardship, 
bereft of even the basic necessities of life. He had long before 
vowed to remain a bachelor and dedicate himself at the altar of 
the motherland. He had made his life’s decision — to become the 
‘doctor of the nation’. 


. 


Fiery Advocacy of Case for Freedom 


He now deleved deep into the various movements going on 
at the time for the country’s emancipation. He kent continuous 
contacts with Lokamanya Tilak, Dr. Moonje, M.S. Aney and 
other national stalwarts. He worked in responsible positions in 
the Congress and Hindu Mahasabha. 


The 1921 Congress movement saw him taking a leading 
role. He breathed fire in his speeches. Even his physical frame 
would literally quiver wheneverhe referred to the humiliation of 
foreign slavery. When he was hauled up before the court for one 
of his fiery speeches, he thundered “I take it as an insult to me 
and to my great country that a foreign power should presume to 
sit in judgement on the actions of an Indian in India. What we 
have here is a superimposed reign of terror with its foundation in 
brute force, where law is onlv its handmaid and the courts but its 
instruments. The only government that has a right to exist in any 
part of the globe is a government of the people, by the people and 
for the people. 


“T tried to impress upon my people the principte that India is 
for Indians. If an Indian cannot preach these partiotic principles 
without being seditious, and cannot talk plain facts without 
rousing feelings of enemity between Indians and Europeans 
here, if things have come to this pass, the Europeans and those 
who call themselves the Government of India should beware that 
the time for their graceful exit is passing.”, 


No wonder the Magistrate pronounced that “his defence is 
more seditious than his speech” and awarded him one year R.1. 


as | 


Discovering the Historic T ruth of Hindu Rashtra 


After his release from the jail, Dr. Hedgewar continued to 
immerse himself in several social, political and religious 
movements. But all the while, he was engrossed in the quest for 
answers to certain more basic questions. Could struggle for the 
political emancipation from the foreign rule alone prove a 
panacea for all the nation’s ills? Is it true that the British Rule is 
the source of all our downfall and degradation? And again, what 
is the true nature of our nation for whose freedom we are 
fighting? What are its traits? 


Our past history, in fact, served as the unerring guide to 
provide him with answers to all such questions. To start with, it 
tells us that ours is not a nation born just yesterday. It has been 
here since ages, in fact, long before other nations of the world 
appeared on the stage. Nor was it primitive or uncivilized. When 
most of the modem nations of the West were not yet out of the 
jungles and the world had not even heard of Jesus or 
Mohammed, our country was universally revered for its 
achievements in every sphere of human activity-science, arts, 
commerce, philosophy and spirituality. They had also carried the 
torch to distant lands and established their cultural empire over 
vast areas of globe. And it had its impact on the political plane 
too. For over 400 years the benign rule of Hindu kings had 
extended over the vast regions of South East Asian countries. 
And all this was made possible by the endless efforts and 
sacrifices of the Hindu people. 


Ageressors like the Greek, the first to step on our soil, 
followed by Huns, Kushans and Shakas were not only humbled 
on the battle-ficld but also those who stayed over in our land 
were totally assimilated by the Hindus into their Lody politic. 
And later, against the Islamic invaders too, the Hindus wageda 
relentless struggle for 800 long years — probably the most 
stirring saga of crusade for national freedom ever witnessed 
anywhere on the face of the earth. And then, there was also the 
other tragic face that it was the Hindus who, because of their 
disunity and dissension, became responsible for the nation’s 
downfall also. All these facts have been acknowledged in 
unabiguous terms by all the great historians — foreign as well as 
Indian, old as well as modern. This is precisely the reason why 
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_ this land has been called Hindusthan, the cradle-land of the 
Hindus — which only goes to show that this is verily a Hindu 
Nation, i.e., Hindu Rashtra. 


All the great father-figures of national renaissance — either 
during the period of struggle against the Muslim invasion or later 
when they fought against British domination — had drunk deep 
at this fount of Hindu Nation. Whether it was Pratap or Shivaji, 
Vidyaranya ‘or Guru Govind, Vivekananda or Aurobindo, Tilak, 
Gandhi or Savarkar — the dream of their lives was the same. All | 
of them spoke in the same strain, invoked the same innate Hindu 
spirit and roused the people to action by touching. the same | 
chord of the Hindu heart. 


Enemies’ Efforts to Destroy Hindu Spirit 


While the Muslim invaders sought to put out this flame by 
brutal physical onslaught, the British set about to achieve itina 
far more subtle manner. Any open or crude assault, they knew, 
would at once put the Hindu mind on the alertand its old defiant 

spirit would try to assert itself, as it had happened many times in 
the past. The British therefore planned to subvert the Hindu 
mind itself. The Hindu was taught that he had nothing great in 
the past — that in fact Bharat had never been anation, and that he 
was hereafter to be initiated into the path of civilisation in the 

‘footsteps of the white man. All such pretentions such as the 
white man’s rule being a ‘divine dispensation’, or a ‘White Man’s 
burden’ or their pet theories like ‘Aryans came to India from 
outside’ or that we are a ‘nation-in-making’ or that the Hindus 
had always been slaves either to the one or the other, or they area 
‘dying race’ were gulped down by the English-educated as 
pristine gospel truths. 


It was through this dark night of national self-oblivion that 
the Hindu society was passing during the first few decades of 
twentieth century. The nation’s “identity had been totally 
eclipsed. The Britigh also thought up another ruse to devitalise 
the Hindus. They set afoot the theory that all those who resided 
within the geographical boundaries of Bharat were expeted to 
form a nation. And Hindus were depicted as just one among the 
several communities living here and speaking of Hindus alone 
dubbed as ‘communal’. Any mention of Hindus became taboo. 
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On the other hand, in line with their ‘divide and rule’ policy, the 
British abetted the Muslims to lay claims for special privileges as — 
‘minority rights’ 


And the Congress —the dominant political forum in our © 
country at that time — was told by the British that they would 
consider handing over power if Congress and the Muslims came ~ 
up with commonly agreed proposals. The Congress fell into the ~ 
trap; it began conceding the Muslim League’s demands one after — 
another in a bid to achieve that chimera. But these concessions — 
not only enhanced the political power and prestige of Muslims, it 3 
also diluted and destroyed the spirit of nationalism among the 
Hindus. E 

Dr. Hedgewar realised the grave danger to national integrity 
implied in this policy of appeasement. He no doubt welcomed 
the participation of Muslims in the freedom struggle. In fact, he 
had worked with patriotic Muslim friends in close co-operation. 
But he insisted that they look upon themselves as equals with 
Hindus and not as ‘minorities’. Thinking in terms of ‘majority’ 
and ‘minority’ would, he said, spell doom to the nation’s — 
integrity. He therefore concluded that if the two-pronged 
challenge of British domination and Muslim separatism had to — 
be met, the only effective course was to awaken and organise the 
Hindu people and imbibe in them an intense spirit of 
nationalism. E Z ° 


Sangh Born for National Self-Renewal & Self-Reformation 


Our past history held one more crucial lesson for Dr. — 
Hedgewar. Our nation’s basic malady did not die in foreign 
slavery; it lay in its own disunity. Even foreign domination was a 
direct result of that basic national failing. The unifying feeling of 
nationalism among the Hindus had progressively weakened, 
thereby eroding the devotional attitude of the individual towards 
the nation. Having broken up into splinters, the Hindu society 
had fallen a prey to foreign marauders for centuries. Our society . 
had, indeed, immense man-power, money, weaponry and all 
such adjuncts. However the one factor it lacked was national 
consciousness that goads the individual to sacrifice himself in 
the cause of the nation’s good. And it was this serious drawback 
that had undone all other points in its favour. 
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The mission of the Sangh was therefore to be one of 
_ re-charging our people with the true spirit of national character 
and cohesion. All such habits, superstitions and tendencies 
which had disrupted and devitalized our nation during the last 
several centuries had to be eradicated; and the sublime, 
life-sustaining values of our national culture had to be 
cultivated. Obviously, this was pre-eminently a work of 
character-moulding —a work of national resurrection. It could 
not be political. It was much higher than that. Also, it could not 
be tagged on to any one particular class or caste, sect or creed, 
province or party. The task was one of reanimating the entire 
national society, and nothing short of it. Such a patriotic and 
disciplined society alone could be expected not only to throw off 
its foreign shackles but also offer an unfailing guarantee for the 
protection of nation’s freedom in future also and form the 
inevitable base for all future national reconstruction as well. 


Shakha Technique for Common Man _ 

It was to suit this supreme vision that the ‘Shakha’ 
technique was evolved by Dr. Hedgewar. The uniqueness of the 
technique lay in its emphasis on the active participation in 
national affairs by each and everyone in the society. The 
prevalent notion that social work is possible only for the totally 
self-sacrifiging few and the rest — the overwhelming majority — 
can play no part in the affairs of society, had proved a serious 
national defect in the past. The other equally fallacious notion 
that the interests of the nation would automatically be served if 
each one were just to look after the interests of oneself and one’s 
family, also had’been proved by the past history to be baseless 

“and dangerous. 
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With a view to avoiding both these pitfalls Doctorji evolved 

_ the daily Shakha technique which struck a golden mean between 
the two extremes. It involved the eminently practical method of 
offering at least one hour a day for the sake of society. The 
physical, intellectual and mental training in the Shakha was 
designed to motivate and prepare all sections and strata of 
society for effectively involving themselves in this manner in the 
nation-building work. The name-of the Sangh, its flag, its prayer, 
its pledge, its exposition of thought, the several asepcts of its 
methodology — each one of these conveyed but one message — 


1] 


the instilling in the Hindu psyche of unadulterated devotion to 
the nation and the urge to sacrifice for its greatness and glory. 


Doctorji’s Capital: Will, Skill & Idealism , 

When Dr. Hedgewar founded the Rashtreeya Swayamsevak 
Sangh, the very idea of Hindu Sanghatan and the ideology of 
Ilindu Rashtra for which the Sangh stood, appeared shocking to 
many. It was derided and denounced as communal, 
anti-national and what not. And even those who had a soft 
corner for the IHlindu cause considered the idea as totally 
impractical and impossible to achieve. Reorganising and 
enérgising a society torn asunder with a thousand and odd 
-aternal schisms and squabbles and weakened by every kind of 
depradation by hostile forces forthe last one thousand years, was 
something well beyond their imagination. 


However, Dr. Hedgewar went ahead sweating outevery drop 
of his blood to build up the organisation steadily: and silently. 
The only capital he had was his own flaming idealism, invincible 
will and supreme organisational skill, coupled with a 
comprehensive national perspective. The axiom — Subhdshita 
— nearest to his heart was Kriyasiddhih sattwe bhavati mahatam 
nopakarane —the great ones accomplish things by virtue of their 


own potency and not through external instruments. 
e 


The manner in which Doctorji steered the ship of Sangh 
amidst the political turmoils of the day was indeed unique. Even 
while nurturing the spirit of Independence in the hearts of 
Swayamsevaks, he used to take care that the basic work of Hindu 


Consolidation would not suffer. When Gandhiji launched the 


Satyagraha in 1930, Doctorji along with some of his senior 
colleagues decided to participate in itand courtarrest. They were 
all sentenced to 9 months R.I. Dectorji had made it clear that they 
_ were participating in the movement in their individual capacity. 

He had thereby established a unique tradition of maintaining 
intact the all-improtant work of organisation-even while serving 
the cause of Independence. 


| An year earlier, when the Congress had declared, on January 
26, 1929, Complete Independence as its goal, Doctorji had’ 
directed all Shakhas to observe the day with parades, lectures 
and partiotic songs and an expression of congratulation to the 
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Congress for its courageous and partiotic lead. 


The Circular inter-alia stated, “We of the Sangh are naturally 
immensely happy that the All India Congress has endorsed our 
goal of Complete Independence. It is our duty to co-operate with 
any organisation working towards that goal”. 


Government Humbled 


Doctorji, thereafter, put his heart and soul in pushing 
forward the great task of the organisational build up of Sangh. 
The Sangh began evoking the admiration of public leaders as 
well. The Government also was now fully alert. In 1929, the talk 
of the British banning the Sangh was thick in the air. And soon 
enough the Government did make a move. In 1932 & 1934, the 
Gevernor of Central Provinces issued circulars prohibiting 
Government servants as also municipal and district local board 
employees from attending the Sangh Shakhas. But the ~ 
Government was soon faced with strong protests from anumber 
of municipal committees and district level boards. And the fight 
was taken to the floor of the Assembly where every single . 


speaker, except the Home Member and three English Members, 


denounced the Government’s action and supported a motion 
against the Government’s order. In reply to the Government’s 
allegation of communalism against Sangh, S.M. Rahman of Berar 
joined by other Muslim members, nailed the lie by pointing out 
that no Muslim organisation had raised any objection to Sangh 
during its seven years of existence. When the motion was put to 


- vote, it was carried. The Government was defeated, and 


some-time later, the ministry itself had to quit office. 


Capturing Patriotic Hearts 

It was obvious, the Sangh had captured the hearts of all 
patriotic people, cutting accross caste, creed and _ political 
barriers. Doctorji’s style of working had yielded rich dividends. 


"He was very particular to see that nationalist leaders of every 


shade of opinion were introduced to Sangh. Sri Vithal Bhai Patel, 
the then Speaker of the Central Assembly, had visited the Shakha 
at the Mohitewada grounds at Nagpur, where the first Shakha 
was started. He had then exclaimed, “Everywhere, I have been 


seeing lifeless instruments. But here, for the first time, I find 
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living men fired with patriotic zeal and of a hefioc mettle”. 


In a similar vein, Sri Krishnaji Prabhakar Khadilkar, the 
President of Maharashtra Sahitya Sammelan held at Nagpur in 
1933, who took time to visit the Sangh’s youth camp along with 
some of the leading men of letters, said: “We are men of letters, 
revelling in words, words, and words. But what is being 
presented here is Divine Power itself in flesh and blood” 


Doctorji met Subhas Chandra Bose at the Calcutta Congress 
‘n 1928. On coming to know of the kind of patriotic and 
disciplined youth force Doctorji was building up, Subhas Babu 
had expressed his confidence that such basic work alone could 
lead to national emancipation. 


“When Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya visited the Sangh 
Shakha, there was an interesting conversation. Observing the 
dilapidated condition of Mohitewada, Panditji felt that the Sangh 
was short of funds. Panditji, who was known for his capacity to 
raise funds. offered to raise funds for Sangh also. But Doctorji 
politely declined the offer saying, “We want your blessings, not 
‘ money”. A surprised Panditji exclaimed, “Many institutions 
think of money first but you are the very opposite. Youplace the. 
heart above everything else”. 7 


Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar in his address to the Sangh Camp 
at Pune in 1939 particularly noted the spirit.of social equality 
and harmony in Sangh. He said, “This is the first time that Iam 
visiting a camp of Sangh volunteers. I am happy to find here 


absolute equality between the Savarmniyas and Harijans, without — 


anyone being even aware of such a difference existing.” * 
Gandhiji’s Pleasant Surprise 

The historic event of Gandhiji’s vis?t to Sangh Camp at 
Wardha and his subsequent meeting with Doctorji took place in 
1934, Gandhiji was accompanied by Mahadev Desai, Mira Ben 
and a few others. After seeing the simple and austere, 
arrangements of the camp, Gandhiji felt immensely delighted 
and remarked that he had not so far witnessed such a sight 
anywhere in the country. He was especially impressed by the 
total absence of casteism and untouchability. He had personally 
enquired and, to his pleasant sifrprise, found that the. 
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Swayamsevaks tearing and eating together in the camp belonged 
to all castes without even being aware of such distinctions. 


When Gandhiji met Doctorji the nextWay, he was specially 
interested to know the latter’s views about the “Swayamsevak’. 
_ Doctorji explained that a Swayamsevak of Sangh was not a mere 
volunteer looked upon as an unpaid servant, but a dedicated 
_ worker who had come forward to serve the country of his own 

accord. There was also no distinction between a ‘Swayamsevak’ 

and a ‘leader’. All were Swayamsevaks, loved and respected 

equally. The spirit of rigorous simplicity and self-sacrifice of the 

Swayamsevaks in bearing the entire burden of the organisational 

expenses also had especially impressed Gandhiji. And when he 
_ came to know that Doctorji had neither taken to any profession 
nor to a married life, he exclaimed “Ah, that explains the 
remarkable degree of your success in such a-short time!” 
Upholding Hindu Honour & Interests 
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The fame of Sangh.began to spread far and wide. In 1938, 
when Swayamsevaks were invited to meet Sir Sikandar Hayat 
Khan, the Premier of Punjab, he told them “One day, the Sangh 
will come to be recognised as a big force in India and my 
blessings are with you, young men”. 


: The same year witnessed the historic Bhaganagar 
Satyagraha, under the ledership of Veer Savarkar, against the 
anti-Hindu repressive policies of Hyderabad Nizam. Sri 
Bhaiyaji Dani and Sri Madhavarao Mulye, who later on became 
the General Secretaries of Sangh, were among those in the 
forefront of the movement. About 2,000 Swayamsevaks had also 
offered Satyagraha. 


Doctorji had also taken special pains to cultivate the right 
conceptions and attitudes among the Swayamsevaks necessary 
for playing the social role expected of them. Doctorji had, in 1926 
itself, taken the Swayamsevaks, all in uniform, to Ramtek for the 
Ramanavami Yatra with a view to creating the spirit of social 
service in them. The Swayamsevaks helped in organising the 
assembled huge concourse for the orderly darshan of the deity 
and in making other necessary arrangements. 
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lethal weapons, started attacking the Hindus in Nagpur on the 


Lakshmi Pooja Day and raising slogans of Allah ho Akbar, Din — 
Din etc, the Swayamsevaks, already alerted, were ready torepulse © 
the attack. Seeing the Swayamsevaks, the other Hindus too — 
joined them. And for the first time the Hindus succeeded in — 


teaching an unforgettable lesson to the Muslim fanatics. 


Doctorji had also taken part in the famous Sonya Maruti 


Satyagraha in Pune in 1936 to establish the religious rights of 7 


Hindus and defeating Muslim intransigence which was abetted 
by the Government. 


Work Grows, Life Ends 


A tremendous strain coupled with serious strain and lack of — 


rest gradually told upon Doctorji’s health. By the close of thirties, — 
he would often be laid up in bed. In May 1940, when he was laid — 


“up with high fever, Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee arrived from 
Bengal and had a short talk with Doctorji for finding a solution to 
the pitiable plight of Hindus in East Bengal. 

Savarkar who had observed the rise of Hindu power in the 
form of Sangh spoke in a prophetic strain before the 
Swayamsevaks in Pune Training Camp in May 1940: “In the 
present sad plight of the Hindu Society, the Sangh appears to be: 


the only ray of hope. What the Sangh is doing today is what all 
resurgent nations have been doing all along. The weak cannot ; 
become strong except by organising themselves. We have in the © 
past organised many movements for saving the nation. But none ~ 
of them has met with the required degree of success. I, therefore, - | 
reiterate that the only hope for our nation lies in this great 


organisation”. 


The same month, selected Swayamsevaks from all the 


provinces had gathered at Nagpur, for a 40 day Training Camp. 
Addressing them, Doctorji had said, “I am seeing before me, ina 
miniature form, the resurgent and reorganised Hindu Rashtra”. 


On June 20th, Subhas Chandra Bose came to see Doctorji. 


But the latter was already on his death-bed. And no talks could , 


take place. Subhash Babu just folded his hands, offered pranam 
and left. On the next day Doctorji passed away. 
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For fifteen years, Doctorji worked without rest or respite to 
expand the organisation until finally even his iron physique 
could no longer cope with his intensely dynamic spirit. He made 
of his life a burning lamp and it burned to the last drop of oil. And 
now, such an incomparable leader of men had passed away 
suddenly. What a cmel blow to the yet’ infant organisation! 
However, Doctorji had not planted in the hearts of his 


- ¢o-workers mere personal loyalty. It was sterling loyalty to a 


cause. And when Doctorji’s mortal remains dissolved, the 
inspiration of a dedicated life of service and sacrifice became the 
heritage of the Sangh. | 


The New Torch Bearer 


Before quitting the scene, Doctorji had appointed the future 
guide to the organisation. And he breathed his last with full faith 
that the new captain to whose charge he had entrusted the helm 
of the org::s1isation would steer it safely and fulfil his dream. The 
new chief was Sri Madhava Sadashiv Golwalkar — Sri Guruji. 


The only surviving son of his parents, as a boy Sri Guruji had 
shown signs of extraordinary talents. He did his M.Sc., and 
LL.B., but his was nof the spirit to be cribbed and cabined in the 
confines of a profession. He had by then come under the 
magnetic influence of Doctorji, and he resolved to lay his life at 
the feet of Doctorji. 


Why Congress Succumbed to Partition 


~ When Sri Guruji took over the leadership, the country was in 
the grip of a terrible turmoil. The Muslim League had passed the 
notorious ‘Pakistan Resolution’. The Muslims were turning 
more and more aggressive and violent. Came the ‘Quit India’ 
‘movement in 1942. However, the movement, after its initial 


~ outburst, soon petered out due to the all-out repressive 


measures of the Government, leaving in its trail frustration and 
void in the people’s mind. 


And as the Sangh workers concentrated their efforts on 
expanding the network of Shakhas, the people instinctively felt 
that here was the answer to the growing challenge of Muslim 
intransigence. The band of whole-time missionaries inspired by 
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the radiant examples of Doctorji and now Guruji began fanning 
out to distant places carrying with them the torch of Hindu 
Unity. They identified themselves with every kind of climate and 
food, region and language, caste and creed and pioneered the 
mission. The Hindus began fast realising that unless they sank 
their internal differences and stood up in an organised fashion, 
their very existence would be.in peril in view of the joint 
conspiracy of the imperialistic British and the fanatic Muslims. 


When the Second World War came to a close in 1945, the 
British knew it was time they packed up from Bharat. They had 
‘won the war but lost the empire’ having been thoroughly 
depleted of their resources and strength to continue their hold 
over distant lands. The anti-British unrest generated in the 
Indian Armed Forces in the wake of war of liberation launched by 
the Azad Hind Fauz of Subhash Bose, had further signalled the 
end of British Raj in our country. They declared their intention of 
quitting and even stipulated its date — by the end of June 1948. 
It was now abundantly clear that the final moment of freedom 
struggle had arrived. The struggle now was not only for wresting 
political freedom but more crucially for maintaining the unity 
and integrity of the country. 


However, to the nation’s misfortune, the Congress which 
held the reigns of freedom struggle failed to measure up to the 
challenge. The Congress’ mentality of pampering Muslim 
communalism proved suicidal. The Congress had cut up Vande 
Mataram — the battle song par excellence — of the freedom 
movement, Urduised Hindi, banished inspiring references to 
the past freedom heroes like Shivaji, Pratap and Guru Govind 
Singh from its platform — all these just to placate the Muslim 
fanaticism. This had, as could be expected, dealt a fatal blow to 
the backbone of nationalist forces. The integrated concept of 
Bharat as the secred motherland, the adored Bharat Mata, was - 
given a go-bye. In fact, even the conviction ofa single, indivisible 
nationhood of Bharat had been progressively diluted by the 
Congress. Instead of adopting a positive and heroic nationalist 
attitude of trying to bring round the Muslims and assimilating 
them in the main national current, it continuously cc mpromised 
and sacrificed the spirit of. nationalism at the altar of 
communalism. 
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However, this kind of unadulterated national approach 
could have succeeded only by appealing to the Hindu heart and 
rousing their innate spirit of heroic devotion for the motherland 
and her freedom. And it was exactly this basic reservoir of 
national strength that the Congress had depleted itself in the 
wild goose chase of Muslim support. Asa result, at the final stage 
when the Muslim League confronted the Congress with violence 
and bloodshed, they felt powerless to face it and surrendered to 
the demand of Pakistan. 


Sangh, Rallying Point for Hindus 


In the meanwhile, under the banner of Sangh thousands of 
Hindu youths all over the country were rapidly organising 
themselves into a formidable patriotic force. They had been 
well-trained in the Shakhas, in the virtues of heroism, discipline 
and sacrifice at the nation’s altar. 


The Sangh chief Sri Guruji’s whirlwind tour of the country 
during those days was proving a great morale-booster to the 
Hindu people. In his stirring speeches, he was invoking in them 
the inspiring and integrated vision of Bharat Mata and calling 
upon them to consider no sacrifice too great in the cause of 
safeguarding her unity. However, the tragic decision of the 
Congress leaders accepting Partition left the entire nation 
benumbed. In the atmosphere of the mounting violence and 
all-round insecurity, even Sardar Patel was constrained to issue 
the call that each one was to become a policeman himself. No 
wonder, the entire Hindu people began to look upon Sangh as the 
rallying point to organise themselves and protecting their lives 
and honour. More than anything else, the catastrophic future 
awaiting the Hindus in the future Pakistani areas posed a crucial 
challenge to Sangh Swayamsevaks. It demanded untold suffering 
and sacrifice, heroism and dedication on their part. 


“Who Etse But the RSS?” 


The role of Sangh Swayamsevaks in rescuing our Hindu 
brothers and sisters from the murderous Jehad-mongers in the 
whole of West Pakistan has been best narrated by Prof. A.N. Bali 
in his book ‘Now It Can be Told’: “Who else came to the rescue of 
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the people at this stage, but a band of young selfless Hindus, 
popularly known as the RSS? They organised in every Mohalla of 
every town of the province the werk of evacuation of the Hindu 
and Sikh women and children from dangerous pockets to 
comparatively safe centres. They arranged for their feeding, 
medical aid, clothing and care. Even fire brigades were formed in 
various towns. Arrangements for transport by lorries and buses 
and provision of escort on the trains carrying the fleeing Hindus 
and Sikhs were organised. Day and night vigils in various Hindu 
and Sikh localities were kept up and people were taught how to 
defend themselves when attacked. These young men were the 
first to come to the help of the stricken Hindus and Sikhs and 
were the last to leave their places for safety in the East Punjab. I 
could name several Congress leaders of note in the various 
districts of Punjab who openly solicited the help of the RSS even 
for their own protection and the protection of their kith and kin. 
No request for help from any quarter was refused and there are 
cases which came to our notice where the Muslim women and 
children were safely escorted out of the Hindu Mohallas and sent 
to Muslim League refugee centres in Lahore by the RSS men. 


“Their (RSS) discipline, their physical fitness and their 
seflessness in face of dangers came to the rescue of the people in 
the Punjab when the whole province was burning and when the 
Congress leaders were helplessly fiddling at New Delhi. If now 
somebody from a place outside the Punjab were to call upon the 
Hindus and Sikhs of the Punjab to disown the Sikhs and RSS 
heroes who defended them gloriously, his advice is sure to fall on 
absolutely deaf ears”. 


Finally A.N. Bali says: “The refugees from the West Pakistan 
— all of them wthout exception wherever theyare living in India, 
to a man, are grateful to RSS for coming to their help at a time 
when they felt deserted by all”. 


In those days, the only all- Bharat leader who stood as a pillar 
of hope and succour to the riot-stricken people in Punjab was Sri 
Guruji. His supreme example of fearlessness in the face of 
dangers, his intense concer for the people, his incessant 
movements in riot-torn areas regardless of risk or respite to 
himself, spurred thousands of Sangh workers to plunge into the 
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task of rescuing and offering reliet to the uprooted humanity. 
With such an inspiring example before them, no wonder Sangh 
workers felt no pain or risk too great in fulfilling their 
responsibilities. Indeed, hundreds of them even gladly offered 
their lives in the act of saving the lives and honour of their 
brothers and sisters. 


To the Rescue of Kashmir 


Soon after Partition, Pakistan tured its aggressive eyes on 
Kashmir. The Maharaja was in a terrible fix, unable to come to 
any decision whether to join Bharat or Pakistan or remain 
independent. Sardar Patel, knowing the mind of the Maharaja, 
pitched upon Sri Guruji to talk to him. Sri Guriji flew to Srinagar 
on 17th October, 1947. He brought home to the Maharaja the 
futility of harbouring any idea of retaining Kashmir as an 
independent kingdom. Pakistan would ..ever tolerate it. It would 
engineer internal revolt by Muslims and desertions of the State 
Muslim forces. He also assured t’ at Patel would look after the 
interests of all sections of th Kashmir people. Finally, the 
Maharaja expressed his reac .uess to sign the Instrument of 
Accession to Bharat. Sri Guruji returned to Delhi on 19th 
October and reported to Patel about the Maharaja’s readiness to 
accede to Bharat. 


However, the sudden and massive tribal invasion of 
Kashmir engineered by Pakistan and abetted by the local British 
commanders on 23rd October, 1947, rendered the security of 
that strategic state extremely critical. The Maharaja post-haste 
acceded to Bharat and requested for help. But, even after the 
Indian Government decided to fly troops, there was the serious 
bottle-neck at the Srinagar aerodrome. The aerodrome had been 
snowbound and had become un-serviceable. Conditions in 
Srinagar had become chaotic and even the Maharaja and Sheikh 
Abdullah had shifted from Srinagar to Jammu for safety. 


However, the Sangh Swayamsevaks hastened to the scene, 
worked round the clock and cleared the snow just in time for the 
Indian planes to land. During the days of repulsion of the raiders 
by the Indian jawans also, the heroic assistance of 
Swayamsevaks continued. On one occasion, an ammunition 
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chest dropped by the Indian planes for our jawans happened to 
fall in a spot under the close firing range of the Pakistanis. The 
Swayamsevaks, braving the enemy shells, managed to sneak 
there and bring the chest to ourJawans. They crossed the Ravi at 
-Madhopur, carrying ammunition on their backs, to keep it dry. In 
some places they even helped the jawans clear the mines laid by 


the Pakistanis. 


To the ‘Rescue of Bharat’ 


Right in the heart of the capital also serious trouble was 
brewing. Bharat Ratna Dr. Bhagwan Das, a great scholar and 
savant, has paid glowing tributes to the role of the “high spirited 
and self-sacrificing RSS men who were able to inform Sardar 
Patel and Nehruji in the very nick of time of the Leaguers’ 
intended ‘coup’ on September 10, 1947, whereby they had 
planned to assassinate all members of Government and all 
- Hindu officials and thousands of Hindu citizens on that dayand 
plant the flag of ‘Pakistan’ on the Red Fort and then seize all 
- Hind”. Dr Bhagwan Das also had a word of advice to the 
Government to “utilise, and not sterilise, the patriotic energies of 
the lakhs of RSS youths”. 


‘Vayam Panchadhikam Shatam’ 


As soon as our country became free and our own men 
assumed the reigns of the Government, Sri Guruji took the first 
opportunity (September 1947) to meet Pandit Nehru and Sardar 
Patel and convey to them Sangh’s support to the Government in 
those difficult times. Sri Guruji expressed the same sentiments 
of harmonious and unreserved co-operation in public also. 
Speaking at amammoth public function at Shivaji Park, Bombay, 
on January 9, 1948, in connection with the Makar Sankraman 
celebrations, he declared, “Our country is passing through a 
transition period — Sankraman. The dark night of slavery is over. 
Ou: leaders at the helm are burdened with new responsibilities. 
Being new to the job they may commit some mistakes. But we 
have to bearin mind that they are our own. We must not fall a prey 
to bitterness or rancour. May the noble ideal of Yudhishthira 
inspire our thoughts and actions. When the Kauravas came with 
the avowed intention of humiliating Pandavas, but were 
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themselves captured by Gandharvas, Yudhishthira commanded 
Arjuna to go to the rescue of the Kauravas, saying, “Between 
ourselves we are five and they are hundred. But before the enemy, 
we are hundred plus five — Vayam panchadhikam shatam”. 


‘Sangh Bound to Grow’: Gandhiji 


Soon after Partition, in September 1947, Gandhiji desired to 
meet Sri Guruji. Gandhiji was quite well aware of not only the 
growing strength of Sangh but also its patriotic convictions. 
Earlier, in 1946, when Gandhiji was living in the Bhangi colony, 
on one night a large number of Muslim goondas had surrounded 
the place-and hurled vulgar abuses at him. Thereafter, the Sangh 
Swayamsevaks had started, and continued for several weeks, 
guarding Gandhiji’s residence all night. 


On hearing of Gandhiji’s desire, Sri Guruji came to Delhi 
and met him in Birla House. In his appeal for peace issued later, 
Gandhiji also referred to his meeting with Guriji. Gandhiji also 
expressed with Guruji his desire to address the Sangh workers. 
Accordingly, on September 16, 1947, Gandhiji addressed about 
500 of them in the open enclosure in the Bhangi Colony. “The 
Hindu’ reported extracts of his speech on the next day: “He had 
visited the RSS camp years ago, when the founder, Doctor 
Hedgewar was alive. He had been very well impressed by their 
discipline, the complete absence of untouchabilty and the 
rigorous simplicity. Since then the Sangh had grown. Mahatma 
Gandhi was convinced that any organisation which was 
inspired by the high ideal of service and self-sacrifice was bound 
’ to grow in strength”. 


Patel Warns Anti-Sangh Lobby in Congress 


But the Congressmen had over the years developed the 
Sangh phobea. Now, in view of its phenomenal growth, they 
began to fear that it could be a potential threat to their power. The 
Sangh, however, was far above such loaves of pelf and power and 
stood solely committed to the mission it had chosen. 


There was, however, a sobre-minded section in the 
Congress leadership which viewed the Sangh as a source of 
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strength to the nation. Sardar Patel’s speech over the All India 
Radio on January 6, 1948, at Lucknow was more by way of a 
warning to the anti-Sangh lobby in the Congress: “In the 
Congress those who are in power feel that by virtue of their 
authority they will be able to crush the RSS. You cannot crush an 
organisation by using the ‘danda’. The ‘danda’ is meant for 
thieves and dacoits. After all, the RSS men are not thieves and 
dacoits. They are patriots who love their country”. 


‘However, the anti-Sangh lobby in the Congress continued 
to conspire against Sangh. In fact, the Provincial Premiers and 
the Home Minister, in their meeting in November 1947, had 
discussed the matter. And as the Government communique of 
February 4,°1948 banning Sangh admitted, “It was then 
unanimously agreed that the stage when Sangh should be dealt 
with as an association had not yet come”. However, the tragic 
assassination of Gandhiji came as a much-awaited opportunity 
to the Congress to go ahead with their plot for crushing Sangh. 


Patel Clears Sangh 


Immediately on receiving the news of the dastardly crime, 
Sri Guruji who was in Madras cancelled his further programmes 
and flew to Nagpur. In a Press Statement, he condemned the 
murder and offered his tearful homage to the departed Mahatma. 
In his letters to Nehru and Patel, he had also wished them well in 
steering the ship of state safely through troubled waters. But the 
Government did not care to reciprocate his noble sentiments. 
The Government banned Sangh and detained about 17,000 
Sangh workers, includig Sri Guruji, on a charge of conspiracy to . 
murder Gandhiji. Sri Guruji disbanded the Sangh and avoided 
confrontation with the Government with a view to allowing time 
for the Government to realise in a calm atmosphere its blunder 
and retrace its steps. 


Congressmen, Socialists and Communists, especially in 
Maharashtra, incited mobs to kill and loot the Sangh 
Swayamsevaks and sympathisers. That the charge against the 
Sangh of having had a hand in the crime was purely a fabricated 
one, was clear from the very beginning. As early as February 27, 
1948, i.e., within one month of the assassination, Sardar Patel 


24 


wrote to Nehru: “I have kept myself almost in daily touch with 
the progress of the investigations regarding Bapu’s 
assassination case. All the main accused have given long and 
detailed statements of their activities. It aslo clearly emerges 
_ from the statements that the RSS was not involved in it at all”. 


Fight for Justice & Fairplay 


After six months of detention Sri Guruji was released. 
Knowing full well that the ban was totally unjust and uncalled for, 
he still spoke to the Government leaders with sweet | 
reasonableness and appealed to their sense of fairplay and 
justice. Even in the face of grave provocation, he maintained 
absolute restraint. He calmly suffered all that humiliation only to 
avoid internecine schjsm in the nation in the wake of quitting of 
the British which would have only profited the enemies. But the 
Government turned a deaf ear to his appeal, thinking that it was 
born out of weakness. Having no other alternative, Sri Guruji , 
called upon the Swayamsevaks to resume the normal Shakha 
activities. It was a call for suffering and sacrifice in the cause of 
establishing justice and fairplay in national life. More than 
60,000 Swayamsevaks, their ages ranging from 14 to 74 years, 
courted arrest. This number was more than in any earlier 
Satyagraha launched by Congress, whether in 1921, 1930-32 or 
1942. It was mid-winter and the jails were over-crowded. But 
still the Swayamsevaks faced the cold incarceration with dignity 
and restraint. Not only in numbers but in the true spirit of 
Satyagraha also, the movement stood unique and incomparable. 
There was not a single case of violence or unruly behaviour on 
the part of Swayamsevaks, even though they were subject to 
wanton brutality at the hands of police. ; 


Verdict of a Veteran Liberal 


The Government which had imagined that the Sangh had 
been all but crushed felt itself severely exposed before the puble 
eye. It began discussions about the modalities for lifting of the 
ban on Sangh, through Sri T.R.V. Shastri, President, Indian 
Liberal Federation. However, even that non-partisan liberal 
leader felt disgusted at the Government's dilatory tactics and its 
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unjust and unreasonable arguments and conditions sought to be 
imposed on Sangh. Finally, he issued his considered statement 
to the Press with the instruction that it was not to be published © 
before 13th July 1949. He had, in that well-reasoned statement, 
laid bare the hollowness of the Governmen, stand and observed 
“Living as I do, in the midst of Communalism ‘in excelsis,! | 
cannot but feel that the RSS was doing good work in trying to 
weld the much-divided Hindu Community. It may also be 
helpful in counter-acting other evils growing under our very eyes 
and requiring the attention of the Government. 


“In forming my judgement, I have taken into account the 
following facts; that they have worked for over twenty years under 
the predecessor Government openly and without any objection, 
that public men have associated themselves with their workand 
celebrations in more or less degree and openly, that even 
Government servants have taken part in their work without 
objection, that even our Government saw no reason for taking 
action till the assassination of Gandhiji, and the suspicion of 
their complicity in it and of their apprehended aim at other lives 
also. I take it that the suspicion has now been recognised to be 


- without any real foundation. I do feel that, if the ban is lifted and 


the organisation is allowed to work as it did for over two decades 
before the recent troubles arose, there is no reason to apprehend 
danger to the State or to public security”. At the close, Sri Shastri 
hoped that the Government would see their way to lift the ban 
and allow the RSS to work as they used to do ofold and said, “the 
continuance ot the ban and the detention of the chief men in jail 
is, in my opinion, neither just, nor wise, nor expedient”. 

The Government knew that the statement, if made public, 
would shatter the Government’s credibility which had already 
been shaken by the Satyagraha. The Government hastened to ~ 
announce the lifting of the ban on July 12, 1949, to forestall Sri 
Shastri’s statement becoming public. However, as luck would 
have it, some papers did carry the statement alongside the 
Government’s communique. 


Sangh Comes Out Brighter 


rhe tumultous reception accorded to Sri Guniji in his first 
country-wide tour after the lifting of the ban proved that all the 
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dust and din raised against the Sangh had lett the people cool. On 
the contrary, the fire ordeal th rough which Sangh had passed had 
further brightened its image. Even the BBC noted that “There are 
only two men — Mr. Nehru and Mr Golwalkar — who can draw 
Similar crowds in India today.... Nobody in India today 


underestimates Golwalkar’s political importance or the strength 
of his organisation”. 


Sri K.M. Munshi wrote ina special article: “Sri Guruji, the 
RSS chief, is on an all-India tour. The ovation which he received 
in Delhi, for instance is an indication that RSS has come to Stay. 
It is no use ignoring that fact”. 


Dr. Zakir Hussain told a Milad Mehfil in Monghyr on 
November 20, 1949: “The allegations against RSS of violence 
and hatred against Muslims are wholly false. Muslims should 
learn the lesson of mutial love, co-operation and organisation 
from RSS”. And Sri Nilakantha Das, ex-Speaker, Orissa | 
Assembly, said: “When Muslims threatened Jagannath with 
desecration and destruction, it was the Bhonslas of Nagpur who 
came to the rescue. Today the response to the call of succour has 
again come from Nagpur. And this time the RSS is going to save 
not only Utkal but all Bharat”. 


However, there was no piace for any rancour or bittemess in 
the minds of Sangh Swayamsevaks for what all they had suffered 
at the hands otf the Government. Sri Guruji simply stated, “After 
all, the Government is our own. We do not break the teeth, if by 
chance, the tongue is bitten”. 


Sangh as Nation’s Conscience 


Once out of the temporary eclipse, the sun of Sangh began to 
shine ever more bright on the national horizon. The Sangh now 
began to speak out alerting the people and the Government, 
whenever the nation’s interest was compromised or threatened. 
It demanded that the Government should not disown its 
responsibility towards the security of Hindus in East Pakistan, 
now Bangladesh. It severely criticised the proposed transfer of 
Berubari to Pakistan. The Indus Water Treaty, the Sangh stated, 
was highly detrimental to the interests of the country. The 
Tashkent Declaration too came in-for severe criticisn., as it had 
bartered away Haji Pir Pass and other strategic areas liberated by 


the blood of ourjawans. Surrendering Tibet was a signal to China 
to make further inroads into Indian borders. The only solution to 
the so-called Kashmir problem lay in the deletion of Article 370 
of the Constitution conferring special status on Kashmir and 
lemanding back Pak-occupied areas of Kashmir. 


With his finger constantly on the nation’s pulse, and with 
his unceasing concern for the good of the country, Sri Guruji 
became the awakened conscience of the nation. The day the 
Kashmir issue was taken to the U.N.O., he publicly declared that 
it would never solve the problem, but on the contrary would bring 
grave harm to our co -ntry’s interests. From the very outset he 
had started warning the Government about the real nature of the 
Naga revolt. Soon after his tour of Assam in 1953, he wrote to 
Pandit Nehru about the increasing influx of Muslims from East 
Pakistan into Assam. Years before our Government gave out the 
news of the Chinese aggression, he was the first to warn the 
Government and the people about the yellow peril. At the same 
time as Pt. Nehru and Chou-en-Lai toured the country with the 
slogan of Hindi-Cheeni Bhai-Bhai, Sri Guruji laid bare the 
dragon’s teeth behind the enchanting slogan. And again, when 
the formation of linguistic states was hailed by one and allasa 
historic step, Sri Guruji’s was the lone voice ringing the warning | 

‘bell that it would sow seeds of linguistic chauvinism and 
division. Over and over again his voice proved prophetic and 
shed light on many a dark corner of the country’s affairs. 


Even after years of quitting of the British, the conclaves of 
Portuguese domination continued to challenge our sovereignty. 
Prominent workers of the Sangh decided to put an end to it. 
While Dadra and Nagar Haveli were liberated in a single day bya 
flash action and hoisting of the Tricolour on the secretariat 
building, the struggle for liberation of Goa was an all-party 
national affair and a much more prolonged one. The entire line of 
communication for the Satyagrahis reaching Goa borders from 
outside provinces was looked after by Sangh Swayamsevaks. 
Prominent workers of Sangh took part in Satyagraha and faced 
brutal tortures in Portuguese jails. And one of them, Rajabhau 
Mahankal of Ujjain, fell a victim to the Portuguese bullets — in 
the true tradition of heroic martyrdom of our past freedom 
fighters. 
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Signature Campaign for Ban on Cow-Slaughter: 
A World Record 
Whenever the situation demanded, the Sangh has launched 

massive nation-wide campaigns, everytime establishing new 
records. One of the major commitments of our national leaders 
during the freedom struggle was banning the cow slaughter — 
which was also enshrined in the Directive Principles of our 
Constitution. However, the Government continued to dilly-dally 
on the issue. The Sangh decided to mount public pressure upon 
the Government. The cow, the Sangh clarified, is a point of 
national veneration. In the past, the foreign aggressors had 
started slaughtering of cows, just to insult and humiliate our 
national pride and honour. Now, the advent of Swaraj demanded 
the remoyal of all such stains of foreign slavery. This was the 
national perspective with which the campaign was launched. In 

that month-long campaign, thousands of Swayamsevaks moved 
from village to village and house to house and collected 1,75, 39, 
813 adult signatures from all over the country demanding 
immediate and complete ban on cow-slaughter. The fact that 
lakhs of Muslims, including Sri Fazal Ali, Governor of Orissa and 
former judge of Supreme Court, were also among the signatories 
belied the allegation that it was an anti-Muslim demand. The 
number of signatories was indeed a world record! 


In Times of Crises — Mobilising People’s Support 


And whenever there was aggression by our hostile 
neighbours as in 1962, 1965 or 1971, the Sangh was in the 
forefront organising support to the Governmental measures in 
general and the jawans in particular. In appreciation of the 
wholehearted support extended to Government by Sangh in 
1962 during Chinese invasion, Pt. Nehru extended a special 
invitation to Sangh to join the Republic Day Parade on 26th 
January 1963. At just a three days notice, more than 3,000 
Swayamsevaks of Delhi smartly turned up at the parade in full 
uniform. Their march became a major highlight of the 
programme. The impressive Bag-pipe cum Bugle band at the 
rear provided one more attraction. 


Again, when Pakistan attacked India in 1965, Sri Lal 
Bahadur Shastri, the then Prime Minister, personally rang up Sri 
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Guruji and requested him to be in Delhi for the All-Leaders 
Conference the following day. At the conference, Sri Guruji 
extended complete co-operation on behalf of the Sangh. He also 
urged that the hands of the Indian army should not be tied down 
to a defensive posture but should be allowed to evolve its own 
offensive strategy. Swayamsevaks throughout the country 
donated blood in plenty. In Delhi itself, for the entire period of 22 
days of war, police duties like traffic control were transfered to 
Swayamsevaks, to free the police for more pressing duties. On 
way to the border, jawans were loaded with fruits. When the 
fighting ended, Gen. Kulwant Singh told a Sangh worker, 
“Punjab is the sword-arm of India, and RSS is the sword-arm of 
Punjab” 


Testimony of Galaxy of Great 


By now the galaxy of national stalwarts who came to address 
and eulogise the work of Sangh had begun fast expanding. 
Jagadguru Shankaracharyas of Sringeri, Puri and Kanchi, the 
eminent Dharmacharyas of Pejawarand other leading Peethas in 
the country, Swami Chinmayananda, Swami Ranganathananda 
and other Swamis and Saints have often visited the Sangh 
functions and blessed its workers. The Chief Justices of the 
Supreme Court such as Sri Mehr Chand Mahajan, Sri Koka 
Subbarao, Sri Patanjali Shastry and eminent historians such as 
Dr. R.C. Mazumdar and Dr. Radhakumud Mukherji, veteran 
leaders such as Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherji, Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar, Bharata Ratna Annaseheb Karve, U Chan Thoon of 
Burma, Sri Purushottam Das Tandon, Dr. C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer, 
Sri N.V. Gadgil, Sardar Swarah Singh, Sri M.C. Chagla, Sri Nani 
Phalkiwala, Sri Rewaram G. Kawade of Buddha Mahasabha, Sri 
Gangurde, Narahar Kurandkar, Gen. Cariappa, Sri V.P. Menon, 
Sri Mannath Padmanabhan, Ex-Lok Sabha speaker Sri K.S. 
Hegde and scholars like Pt. Satwalekar, and Dr. D.R. Bendre and 
Dr. K. Shivaram Karant, Jnana Peetha Award Winners, have 
either presided over the Sangh functions. or addressed the 
Swayamsevaks extending their warm support. 


By a Chief Justice of Bharat 


The utterances of such luminaries will give a shining 
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spectrum of the various facets of Sangh. Sri Koka Subba Rao, at 
the Guru Dakshina function of Bangalore Shakha, on 
25-8-1958, said,“RSS. has realised the importance of National 
Integration as early as 1925, that is, about 33 years ago. Its main 
objective, ws | understandit, is creating national consciousness 
and cohesion for integration. It seeks to implement these 
objectives by self-reformation through mental and physical 
discipline. The RSS has now become a household word 
throughout India, and everybody recongnises the selfless service 
it is rendering to the country”. Sri Subba Rao also set right 
misconceptions regarding Hindu culture and secularism and 
declared that the criticism that RSS tenets were against the 
doctrine of secularism has absolutely no meaning. 


By a C-in-C 


General Cariappa, speaking at the Mangalore Shakha in 
1959, said, “RSS work is my heart’s work”. He also added: “If 
Muslims can sing the praises of Islam, and Christians of 
Christianity, what wrong is there if RSS sings the praises of 
Hinduism?” He concluded: “My dear young men, don’t be 
disturbed by uncharitable comments of interested persons. Dr. 
Hedgewar, the revered founder of this great organisation, has set 

before you a bright example of selfless devotion to the service of 
the motherland. Look ahead! Go ahead! The country stands in 
need of your services”. i 


By a Historian 


Dr. R.C. Majumdar, doyen of Indian historians, told the 
Swayamsevaks at the winter camp of Sangh in Calcutta in 1960: 
- “All the programmes and activities of Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh have been visualised with a great aim and plan by the 
founder, the late Dr. Hedgewar, for whom I have the highest 
regard. He started the work with the great vision and aim of 
inspiring the true spirit of nationalism, and making the nation 
strong and organised. He rightly and boldly declared that Hindus 
are the true nationals of this great country of ours. Many people 
feel ashamed to accept this fact, though at heart they realise it to 
be true. We must come out courageoulsy and acknowledge the 
truth that when people speak of the great past and great culture of 
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our country it is infact to the Hindu History, Hindu Culture, and 
Hindu Civilisation that they refer.?? 


By an Administrator 


Shri Sriprakasha, India’s first High Commissioner to 
Pakistan, poured out his heart at the Guru Dakshina Utsav of 
Dehradun Shakha: “There are forces around us which may well 
gravely imperil the freedom of our country. Quarrels about 
language, province, sect etc., are also threatening to split the 
country into bits. But you in the Sangh are votaries of Akhandata 
(indivisibility). My blessings are with you that you may succeed 
in establishing unity in the country, and be able to safeguard its 
freedom for ever”. 


By a Chief Minister 


Sardar Gurnam Singh, retired High Court Judge, who was 
the Chief Minister of Punjab in 1967, presided over the Guru 
Dakshina Utsav of Ludhiana Shakha in 1963: He said: 
“Everyone who worships Bharat Mata and is ready to sacrifice 
for her sake is a Hindu”. He added: “Soldiers in the army do not 
go to fight in their ordinary dress but do so in a prescribed 
uniform. They cannot be dubbed as a separate community for 
wearing this distinctive uniform. Similarly, Guru Gobind Singh 
created a band of warriors to resist the onslaughts on the Hindu 
Society and ordained certain articles of wear — the five K’s — for 
them. This does not turn the Sikhs into a separate entity. They 
are as much Hindu as Arya Samajists or anybody else”. He 
added: ‘Guru Gobind Singh created sant-sipahis 
(saint-warriors ) — those who would work for attainment of God 
through renunciation in peace-time but would wield the sword if 
injustice and oppression were perpetrated on them. The RSS, I 
am glad, is also engaged in preparing sant-sipahis”. 


By a Congress Stalwart 


Sri N.G. Ranga, a Congress stalwart, presiding over the 
Vijayadashami function of Nagpur in 1968, said, “I have nothing 
but praise for the endeavours of RSS, based as it is on the love of 
nation, service and sacrifice. I pray that the Almighty heartily 
bless this organisation”. 
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By a Social Leader 


Shri Mannath Padmanabhan, who founded the Nair Service 
Society, Kerala, declared: “If we believe that a great people with 
more than five thousand years of historical tradition should 
rouse themselves up with a sense national duty, then all of us 
must co-operate with the RSS. This unique organisation alone 
can preserve our hard-won freedom. It alone truly represents the 
Hindu culture. As such, I believe, RSS is the centre of hope for 
the future of Bharat”. | 


By a Hindu Sovereign 


In his inspiring message to the Sankraman Utsav at Nagpur 
in 1965, King Mahendra of Nepal, said, “For the Hindus to play 
“their historic role of offering a healing touch to humanity and __ 
making the ideal of world brotherhood a reality, it is essential for . 
them to become a united and indivisible force. It is clear that the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh has been playing a useful role in 
this movement. Hinduism is a matter of pride and glory for all of 
us, the members of the ancient, great and glorious Hindu 
Dharma. We are naturally happy to know that this rally is 
engaged in giving a well-organised and disciplined form to the 
inhabitants of India in keeping with this Dharma. Indeed, it 
should be the earnest desire ofall of us that the rally should attain 
a full measure of success. We Nepalese from the only 
independent and sovereign Hindu Kingdom of Nepal, 
representing in a sense the Hindus of the whole world, are also 
naturally desirous of co-operating with all dynamic Hindu 
forces. We send our prayers to Lord Pashupatinath and Goddess 
Guhyeshwari to bless this righteous work and make the ideal 
Hindu life and the ideal human life a positive reality”. 


Countrywide Support 


And when, in 1970, the Government threatened to ban the 
Sangh, there was a countrywide outburst of protests. To quote a 
couple of reactions: Sri A.B. Shah of the Secular Forum said: 
“Sangh is often accused of being responsible for the communal 
riots in the country, But even the Dayal Commission, which had 
a Hindu, a Muslim and a Christian as its members, had cleared 
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the Sangh of that baseless charge”. Shri Madhu Mehta of 
Swatantra Party said that a ban on the RSS would mean abanon |. 
burning patriotism, a ban on discipline, and a ban on dedication 
te the cause of national uplift. : 


“Who Says Guruji is Dead? 


There are few great men who have toured our country as 
extensively and as many times as Sri Guruji. By his personal 
contact and through letters he had inspired thousands. And the 
organisation grew from strength to strength under his inspiring 
leadership. The growth was not merely in terms of the numberof 
Shakhas, Swayamsevaks and fulltime pracharaks; ever so many 
new fields of social activities were opened up by the 
Swayamsevaks under his dynamic guidance. Most of the 
organisations that have now assumed nation-wide dimensions 
in fields as diverse as the religious and the labour, the student 
and the farmer, the educational and the tribal, besides various 
social service projects, took birth under his tenure. His life burnt 
like a steady flame unto its very last. When in 1973, he passed 
away, leaders belonging to religious, social, political and all other 
walks of life gratefully remembered his matchless services to the 
nation. The Parliament displayed a rare gesture in departing 
from its usual practice and offering tts deep-felt homage to the 
departed leader. 3 


Then began the march of Sangh under the guidance of the 
. new Sarsanghchalak, Sri Balasaheb Deoras. Reared in Sangh 
since his very boyhood, he is truly a child of the organisation. 
After doing his B.A. in Philosophy, and later Law, he decided, like 
his two illustrious predecessors, to remain a bachelor and 
dedicate himself wholly to the mission of Sangh. 


Those who had been accustomed to observing the inspiring 
leadership and sage-like figure of Sri Guruji continuously for 33 
years, the sudden disappearance of that great personality from 
the scene and the ushering in of a new person in his place must 
have caused serious doubts about the future progress of the 
organisation. But the very first successful countrywide tour of 
Sri Deoras set at rest all such doubts. One of the elderly 
journalists who attended Sri Deoras’ impressive programme in 
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1973 at Mangalore ejaculated, “Who says Sri Guruji is dead?” 


Fighting Against Internal Slavery 


By now the situation in the country had begun hotting up. 


| The charisma of Smt. Indira Gandhi, the Prime Minister, had 


begun wearing out. People’s disenchantment and discontent 


began to brew and explode in the form of popular agitations. To 
cap it all, the Allahabad High Court Judgement and the Gujarat 
election results gave a decisive turn to the situation. Jai Prakash 
Narain’s entry into the arena gave a new dimension and a 
definite direction to the popular outbursts. Smt. Indira Gandhi 
now felt extremely insecure in her seat of power. Emergency was 
clamped in order to stem the tide of people’s resentment against 
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The Sangh, Smt. Gandhi knew, was the one organisation in 
the country which had the necessary will and dedicated 
man-power to rouse the people against her dictatorship. Blow 
was therefore struck against it in the form of a legal ban. Anda 
barrage of vilification with the aid ofall the publicity organs at the 
command of the Government, the press, television, radio and 
films was let loose against it. 5,000 Sangh workers including Sri 
Balasaheb Deoras were detained under the MISA during the very 
first few days. Another 25,000 were held under the same 
draconian act in the months that followed. 


The philosophy and organisation of Sangh was now put to 
its most severe test. The country had been plunged into a new 
type of internal slavery. And the Sangh rose to the occasion and 
became the rallying point of people’s resistance against the 
dictator’s onslaught. It decided to break the fear psychosis 
gripping the people, by openly defying the Emergency. Leading 
doctors, advocates, industrialists and businessmen, not to speak 
of other common people, plunged into the struggle with an 
all-time record of over one lakh Satyagrahis courting arrest. The 
Swayamsevaks never let go any opportunity to inform, through 


Clandestine literature, even the visiting foreign dignitories 


including the members of Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Conference and the British Parliamentary Delegation, of the real 
face of Emergency. Both inside and outside jails they furnished 
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live communication links between the various diverse groups 
belonging to political, social, student and labour fields to forge 
the formidable Lok Sangharsha Samiti — People’s Resistance 
Cells — all over the country. That was indeed very unique — the 
Sangh celebrating its “Golden Jubilee Year” — with its entire 
cadre either in jails or working underground in defence of 
national freedom and honour! 


The Unique Revolutionary Force 


Even during the heady days of Emergency, Smt. Gandhi had 
bitterly told the Chandigarh session of Congress in December 
1975, “Even in places where the RSS was an unknown 
organisation, it has established a firm foothold. After the ban, 
there has been no let up in its activities. They are now 
functioning in an organised underground manner. Even in a 
region like Kerala, the RSS has established its firm foothold.....”. 


The success of the underground movement could be 
measured by the prestigious ‘London Economist’ report which 
described it as “the only non-left revolutionary force in the 
world” and said that “it is dominated by tens of thousands of RSS 
cadres, though more and more young recruits are coming...... and 
its platform at the moment has only one plank: to bring 
democracy back to India”. 


‘The Economist’ further said: “The movement is getting full 
support from the people — it is being financed by 60,000 to 
70,000 small contributions: some 30,000 men on the wanted 
list are given full protection and nota single one has been caught 
because of an informer: clandestine literature is being printed 
and delivered all over India. Political consciousness thus raised, 
a spark can set the revolutionary pratrie afire”. Even AK. 
Gopalan, Marxist MP, was moved to say about Sangh: “There is 
some lofty idealism in them which is capable of inspiring such 
deeds of bravery and 6tamina for sacrifices”. 


Nor did the Swayamsevaks spread over 82 countries abroad 
keep quiet. “The Friends of India Society International” formed 
by some of them played a notable role in stirring up the 
conscience of the world. The FISI organised in America and 
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U.K., publicity campaigns for visiting Indian spokesmen. They 
met MPs and editors in U.K., senators and Governors in U.S.A., 
and Annesty International everywhere. And before long, they had 
helped projection of the real diabolical face of Emergency in 
Bharat. And this proved to be one of the decisive factors in 
upsetting the calculations of the autocratic regime in Bharat. 


Divisive Tectics Defeated 


Smt. Indira Gandhi felt convinced that she could 
legitimatise her Emergency rule by showing off to the world, 
through elections, that she still commanded the popular support. 
But she suspected that the powerful underground Sangh 
machinery could very well upset her calculations. A very senior 
intelligence officer was deputed to meet the top underground 
Sangh leaders. The bait was, the removal of ban on Sangh and 
release of all Sangh workers in jail, in lieu of the withdrawal of its 
cadres from the election scene. The Sangh leaders flatly rejected 
the offer saying that such a dishonourable underhand 
compromise was not acceptable. “Let the whole issue be settled 
through the ballot. Even if Indira Gandhi wins, we are prepared 
to fight on. Our morale is quite high inside jails and also among 
the underground workers outside”, they said. 


After rejecting the various types of pursuasive arguments 
advanced by the emissary, the Sangh leaders finally said, “Do the 
Government really imagine that the Sangh would ever descend 
so low as to betray the nation’s cause in its critical hour just to 
save its skin?” The talks broke down at this stage. 


‘Real Heroes of Emergency’ 


Later, the Sangh Swayamsevaks formed the crusading 
vanguard of the electoral battle which threw overboard the 
Emergency regime lock, stock and barrel. Even Smt. Indira 
Gandhi in one of her election speeches in Himachal Pradesh in 
1980 had ‘charged’ the Sangh as having been mainly 
instrumental in bringing herdown from powerin 1977 elections 
— thereby inadvertantly admitting that the Sangh had provided 
the main thrust in the anti-Emergency struggle. 
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The Sangh was now acclaimed by one and all as'the real hero 
of the Emergency struggle. While playing this heroic role, the 
Sangh Swayamsevaks paid im full the price of sacrifice and 
suffering. It was they who formed the overwhelming bulk of 
Satyagrahis, underwent maximum tortures by the police, 
dismissal from services, suspension from colleges, etc. 


This is how an elderly editor of our country, Sri M.C. 
Subramaniam of ‘Indian Review’ (April 1977), Madras, summed 
up the role of Sangh: 

“Among the groups which carried on this work with heroic 
persistence, the RSS group stands out for special mention. In 
organising Satyagraha, in maintaining the All-India 
communication network, in quietly collecting money to finance 
the movement, in arranging the distribution of literature without 
any bottleneck and in offering help to fellow prisoners of other 
parties and other faiths in the jails, they proved that they 
constitute the nearest answer to Swami Vivekananda’s call for an 
army of Sanyasis to take up social and political work in this 
country. They are a conservative revolutionary force who have 
won the admiration of fellow political workers and respect of even 
their erstwhile political opponents”. 


JP’s Admiration 


The close links the Swayamsevaks had established with 
Jayaprakash Narayan before and during Emergency had made 
many a Sangh-baiter jittery. They even began accusing him of 
having fallen into a fascist trap. It is interesting to know how J.P. 
himself reacted to this charge. After his release from jail and 
treatment at the Jaslok Hospital and before leaving for Patna, he 
was given a public farewell at Bombay. At the meeting were 
present many of the leading lights of Maharashtra, M.C. Chagla, 
N.G. Goray, S.M. Joshi, Rajmohan Gandhi, etc. J.P. said, 


“IT have been, over the last three or four years, subject to a 
serious allegation that reactionaries have encircled me and that I 
have fallen into the trap of communal and fascist forces. I can tell 
you with my conscience as my witness that the RSS and Jana 
Sangh about whom such allegations are made are absolutely 
innocent of all such tendencies. I have admired with the fullness 
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of my heart the unstinted CQ-operation that they have extended 
to me before and during Emergency. 1am convinced that they are 
second to none in any of the plans to be undertaken in the 
interest of the country. Such allegations against them and mé are 
nothing but despicable attempts at mudslinging”. 


But in that hour of triumph and all-round acclaim, Sri 
Balasaheb Deoras remained his balanced self and stuck to the 
tradition of his illustrious predecessor, Sri Guruji,and remarked 
‘forgive and forget’. | 


Shedding Light on Burning Problems 


The Sangh’s voice shedding light on the various burning 
problems of the day, is getting stronger day by day. The Sangh’s 
central executive body has repeatedly affirmed the historical 
truth that Sikhs are an inseparable part of Hindu society. “The 
_ present trouble is all due to the political rivalry between the 
Akalis and the Congress. The Sikhs have been traditionally a 
most valiant and patriotic section of our society. Their Panth 
was, in fact, started to protect Hindu Dharma and Hindu Society. 
Even now, not all Sikhs are Akalis nor all Akalis extremist. ‘All 
honour to the Punjabis — both Sikhs and non-Sikhs — who 
have maintained their sanity and mutual amity, in spite of grave 
provocations. Both Government and Akalis should now sit 
across the table without the past hangovers and thrash out a 
solution, within the framework of the Constitution, even while 
removing any legitimate grievances. The Sangh has indeed 
welcomed the recent settlement arrived at between the 
Government and Akalis in line with the above suggested line of 
action. 

The Sangh’s view of the Assam problem has now acquired 
wide acceptance: “The problem is one that is caused by the 
planned infiltration of Bangladeshi Muslims with a view to 
converting that province into a Muslim-majority area. The 
inflitrators will have to be, in the first instance, defranchised and 
then sent back. The Hindus who have come from Bangladesh are 
refugees and it is our moral responsibility to settle them here 
itself’. It appears the recent accord reached between the Central 
Government and the Assam leaders is a small step in this 
direction. 
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The dangers of ‘Minority Commission’ and the special rights 
accorded to ‘minorities’ are also being constantly laid bare by the 
Sangh. Sangh’s basic viewpoint is clear and emphatic. “Recent 
history holds for us astern waming in this regard. Partition of our 
country has been the bitter fruit of the aggravation of such 
‘minority consciousness’. What we, in fact, need is a ‘Human 
Rights. Commission’ which would look into the legitimate 
grievances of all deprived sections irrespective of caste or creed, 
language or religion. There are countries like the Islamic ones 
where the religious minorities are deprived of most of the rights 
enjoyed by the majority. Then there are the democratic and 
Communist countries where the minorities have the same legal 
rights as the majority. It is only in our country that we see the 
strange topsy-turvy situation of the ‘minorities’ enjoying more 
rights and privileges than the majority itself! And this perversion 
is the direct result of our politicians’ pampering the minorities 
with an eye on their solid vote banks. The remedy lies with the 
Hindu electorate who alone can set this distortion right, by 
refusing to support such anti-national, anti-Hindu politicians 
and parties”. 


On the ticklish issue of reservations, the Sangh’s voice is one 
of social harmony tempered with social justice. “The reservations 
are necessary for some time in order to bring those of ourbrethren 
who have remained backward, at par with the rest of society. 
Howeve1, the present policies because of wrong implementation, 
have just become a tool of election politics. Reservation cannot be 
a permanent arrangement, as it will create vested interest, erode 
merit and efficiency and develop serious tensions and frictions 
between several sections of society. Non-partisan social thinkers 
should sit and study the problem in depth and suggest measures 
for the uplift of Harijans and tribals, alongside offering support to 
other economically backward sections as well”. 


Sri B«tasaheb Deoras, in his own inimitable style, has been 
highlighting the various aspects of the Sangh’s philosophy of 
thought and action. He has often declared: “If untouchability is 
not wrong, then nothing in the world is wrong”. Emphasising the 
dynamic nature of our society he says: “It has been evolving all 
along, throwing out the out-dated beliefs and practices and 
bringing up new ones. Even while treasuring the enduring values 
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of our cultural heritage, we do not look upon all that is oldas gold”. 


“In its broad national concept, the term ‘Hindw includes all 
those who consider our country as their motherland, respect our 
national heroes and subscribe to our cultural heritage. But the 
organisation of the Hindus even in the current sense of the term 
is a great national necessity. For, it is the organised Hindu 
majority in our country alone which will ensure secularism, 
democracy andtocialism — the three principles proclaimed by all 
political parties”. Sri Balasaheb never tires of dinning this truth 
into the ears of our countrymen, and particularly politicans. 


And his indictment of proselytisation as being opposed to 
secularism, is unassailable: “Proselytisation implies superiority - 
of one’s own religion and as such the right to convert others to 
one’s own”. This will take away the right of others to follow one’s 
own conscience unobstructed by others. Clearly, this violates the 
spirit of secularism, which implies equal right and freedom for all 
religious groups. The Freedom of Religion Bill passed in States ~ 
like Orissa, M.P. and Arunachal Pradesh are conceived in the 

‘right spirit of secularism and intended to protect the Harijans, 
_ Girijans and other weaker sections from the religious invasion of 
alien faiths”. 


Punjab’s Conscience Speaks out From Sangh Platform 


As the Sangh is fast expanding and reaching all sections and 
strata of people, more and more of eminent men in various fields 
have been coming forward to speak out their minds on the 
burning problems of the day from the platform of Sangh. Sardar 
Khushwant Singh was happy to preside over the Sri Guru 
Dakshina function at Madras in August 1984. He said that 
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, JP, Shri Guru Golwalkar and Shri 
Balasaheb Deoras, who have given their all to the country 
expecting nothing in return, were the need of the hour. 


Shri Singh reiterated what he had earlier said that ‘Khalistan 
can come about only over our dead bodies’. The common mass of 
Sikhs, he emphasised, did not like either Khalistan or 
Bhindranwale, and reminded everyone that Hindu Society was 
the parent body for Sikhs and it would be very difficult to find a 
Sikh family without Hindu relations. 
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Referring to the yeoman service rendered by RSS men during 
Partition, floods, riots and famines all over the country, 
Khushwant Singh feelingly said that it was the concern for the 
unity of the country that brought him closer to the RSS and said, 
“No one can doubt the patriotic fervour of the RSS”. 


Sentiments expressed by Padmashri Prof. Attar Singh, 
Chairman, School of Punjab Studies, Punjab University, while 
participating in the Guru ‘Pooja function at Delhi Sangh 
Karyalaya in September 1984, are such as to surely touch the 
heart of every Hindu: He said, “It is here that I find the real 
Sangam of the various streams of national culture. The majority of 
the Sikh community are not for Khalistan. They want to live and 
die in India, for India. It is the medieval Sikh history of resistance 
against Muslim fanaticism, to protect Hindu religion and culture, 
that inspires the Sikh masses at large. By underplaying this fact, 
we have been helping the forces of separatism. It is this aspect 
that the RSS and people like me are pledged to emphasise and 
strengthen. Our ties are unbreakable. I am confident that Punjab 
will ever remain an integral part of India, and Sikhism an 
inseparable limb of the great Hindu body, | 


Sangh: A Man-Making Mission 


Swami Chidbhavananda, the 88 year old leonine Sanyasin, 
devoted to the field of education and spiritual enlightenment in 
Tamil Nadu, is now one of the strongest pillars of support for 
Sangh. While giving his blessings to the trainees in the Sangh 
Shiksha Varga held in his college at Tiruvedagam in 1980, he 
said, “You are all most fortunate and blessed; for, this work is not 
the creation of a mere human being. God Almighty himself has 
brought this into being for the glory of our motherland and 
emancipation of humanity. The man-making training that you 
receive in Sangh is exactly the same as Swami Vivekananda 
dreamed of for the youth of our country”. 


Sri Samar Guha, a prominent Socialist, had told his Janata 
colleagues in September 1977 that the RSS was no political 
work but was doing the same kind of man-making work as was 
done by Swami Vivekananda. 


‘May You Filfil My Dream’ J.P. 


The outspoken address by Jaya Prakash Narayan, an 
one-time bitter critic of Sangh, at the concludig public function 
of the Sangh’s Training Camp at Patna in November 1977 is 
indeed as much a glowing tribute to the Sangh as to his own 
open-mindedness. After elaborating the various tasks lying 
ahead of Sangh, he said, “I have great expectations from this 
revolutionary organisation which has taken up the challenge of 
creating a new Bharat. Sometimes I have offered you my advice 
and have even criticised you, but it was as a friend. This is 
because I understand your strength and your potentialities. 
There is no other organisation in the country which can match 
you. 


“I have unshakable faith that we can be one nation even 
while fulfilling the demands of our different religions and 
communities. Conversions to religions like Islam and 
Christianity in the past led to a feeling of separatism in them 
which was exploited by British imperialism for dividing Bharat. 
But I believe that including Bangladesh and Pakistan,we are one 
nation. Our states can be separate but our nation has always 
been the same — Bharateeya. We have to work towards that end... 
You have included Mahatma Gandhi also in your morning 
prayers and this is a very good thing you have done. I think that 
more than myself, you can undertake the mission — so dear to 
Gandhiji’s heart — of removing untouchability and other evils 
from the Hindu Society, because you, who think and deliberate 
upon the various aspects of our tradition, our culture and 
Dharma constantly, are more competent to do it. 


“This society, its glorious history and the heritage of our 
forefathers, the sacrifices of the builders of this country and their’ 
achievements and the freedom that we have won—well, you are 
the inheritors of all this and it is for you to make the best use of it. 
There is the force of spiritualism and thousands of years of our 
ancient culture at your back. You are also in the forefront of the 
transformation that is taking place before our very eyes. The 
results of this change are also at your disposal. 
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“Friends, I commend to you the ideals of service, 
enunciation and sacrifice. I have no doubt that you are already 
imbued with these ideals and are ofa self-sacrificing nature and 
noble conduct. You can accomplish a lot. May God give you 
strength and may you live up to such expectations”. 


* * * 


TOWARDS NEW HORIZONS 


The conditions of the post-Independence era of Bharat 
posed a particularly challenging situation. Real nation-building 
work that lay dhead was indeed an arduous, formidable one. A 
people who had been sunk in gross selfishness, mutual jealousy 
and internecine dissensions had to be lifted out of that morass 
and made intensely conscious of their obligations towards the’ 
nation. Further, centuries of foreign rule had bred abject mental 
slavery. There was an ideological vaccum, which the men at the 
helm of national affairs sought to fill by slogans and plans blindly 
‘borrowed from the West. In its place was to be quickeneda spirit 
of self-respect and _ self-reliance and the spark of nation’s 
pristine genius roused. It was a task calling for the heroic and 
perseverant efforts of no less than a new Bhagiratha. 


In short, the battle for national reconstruction had to be 
pursued on many more fronts until ournation became invincible 
and glorious in all its aspects. It is to this supreme task that the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh has decided to address itself. 


The ever-expanding dimensions in various fields of 
national life that the Sangh is assuming all these years have been 
directed exactly towards this purpose. Right from its infancy, 
Doctorji had developed the Sangh accodingly. He used to say 
“Sangh is a power-house. The power it generates will be used for 
lighting, heating, moving machines etc.” The ‘power’ the Sangh 
generating is no other than the band of disciplined and dedicated 
Swayamsevaks fired with the vision of true and total national 
reniassance and equipped with virtues mecessary to translate 
that vision into actuality in every single field of national life. And 
it is this supreme vision of Param Vaibhavam — total and 
all-round glory — which the Swayamsevaks invoke in their 
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minds and hearts through the Prarthana in the daily Shakha, and 
which spurs them constantly to greater and yet greater 
endeavours. 


Doctorji had laid down the basic guidelines for the 
Swayamsevaks to play this historic role. Sri Guruji began giving 
a definite and well-defined shape and content to it. 


Prof. M.A. Venkata Rao, in his Introduction to the “Bunch of 
Thoughts” by Sri Guruji, highlighted this unique and total vision 
of national renaissance: “Thus, these thoughts go on to delineate 
quietly and patiently the portrait of the best Indian society and 
pattern of values in all spheres of life and culture — philosophy, 
art and social order — that the Sangh seeks to hold before the 
mirror of the national mind” 


Many and varied have been the organisations formed by the 
Swayamsevaks to bring this portrait and pattern of values into 
actuality. However, all these bodies are entirely independent, 
complete with their own distinct constitutions, office bearers 
and policies and programmes. 


Dharmacharyas to the Fore 


Reinterpretation of our Dharma Shastras and review of 
some of its professions and practices in the background of the 
growing challenges — both internal and external — to Hindu 
society and Hindu Dharma were long overdue. With a view to 
fulfilling this urgent and paramount need, religious leaders 
belonging to various sects and missions came together and 
decided to form the Vishwa Hindu Parishad. The auspicious 
beginning was made in Swami Chinmayananda’s Sandeepini 
Ashram, Bombay, in 1964. The first All-World Hindu 
Convention in 1966 and the second bigger one in 1979 — both 
at-Prayag — proved to be the biggest gatherings of Hindu 
representatives anytime anywhere in the world. Religious 
leaders of the Shaivites, Vaishnavites, Arya Samajists, Sikhs, 
Jains, Buddhists, Lingayats and every other sect and mission 
present at the 1979 Conference unanimously adopted a 
_ resolution banishing untouchability. 
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Even earlier, the historic command in that respect was 
issued by the Jagadgurus and Dharmacharyas at the Parishad 
Sammelan in Udupi in 1969. It read, “In pursuance of the 
objective that the entire Hindu society should be consolidated 
with the spirit of indivisiable oneness and that there should be 
no disintegration in it because of tendencies and sentiments like 
‘touchability’ and ‘untouchability’, the Hindus all over the world 
should maintain the spirit of unity and equality in their mutual 
intercourse”. Thus was born the new revolutionary mantra of 
social equality — Hindavah sodarah sarve — all Hindus are 
brothers. 


Several Mathadipatis have started translating the 
declaration into action by mingling with the neglected sections. 
The categorical declaration by these eminent heads that 
untouchability finds no‘reference, much less sanction, in any of 
our authentic spiritual texts has gone a long way in dispelling the 
misconception that this pernicious social evil is a part of 
Dharma. 


The neglected brethren of our society have been made the 
special targets for proselytisation by the Christians and Muslims 
and for inciting caste wars by all the three anti- Hindu elements 
— the Muslim, Christian and the Communists. The present 
dynamic thrust of the Dharmacharyas is proving a most effective 
antidote against these inroads. The plan to convert lakhs of such 
neglected brethren in South Tamil Nadu in the wake of 
Meenakshipuram mass conversion was successfully foiled 
because of the timely and all-out efforts of such enlightened 
Dharmacharyas and hundreds of Hindu activists. 


Reversing the One-Way Trafific 


Still another wrong and suicidal interpretation put on our 
Dharma has cost our Hindu _ society terribly. Our 
Dharmacharyas had been refusing to take the Hindus converted 
to Islam and Christianity back to the Hindu fold, under the 
deluded nation that our Dharma does not permit it. To give an 
instance: About a century back, the entire Muslim population of 
Kashmir was prepared to revert to their ancestral Hindu fold, but 
the ‘Dharma pandits had intervened at the last moment and 
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stopped it. But now, under the leadership of the Parishad, the 
_ Dharmacharyas are making suitable amends. They have 
declared that our Dharma does sanction such taking back and 
are even taking a prominent-role in many of such reconversion 
ceremonies. They have thus given birth to the new Smriti — Na 
Hinduh patito bhavet — No Hindu is fallen for ever. Under the 
Parishad’s auspices over 66,000 persons have come back to the 
Hindu fold within the last three years. It is obvious, the one- 
thousand-year-old one-way traffic of going away from 
Hinduism to Islam or Christianity, with all its disastrous after. 
effects, can be completely stopped and the process reversed, only 
by strengthening the present trend set in motion by the Parishad. 


The Dharma-Samsad of the Parishad comprising of leading 
Mathadhipatis from all over the country, meet from time to time 
to discuss’ and formulate guidelines to the Hindu Society fora 
virtuous and harmonious way of living. 


Social Dimension to Dharma 


The many-faceted social service centres run by the Parishad 
workers all over the country is one more facet of its work, givinga 
dynamic, social dimension to the concept of Dharma — which 
had been for long considered as only a personal affair. The 
fund-raising compaign undertaken in 1982 by the Parishad for 
achieving its social objectives evoked tremendous response | 
from the Hindu masses who contributed nearly 4 crores of 
rupees — a record in the annals of fund collection by and from the 
common people themselves. The Ekatmata Yagna (with 312 
main and auxiliary Yatras) carrying the Bharata Mata and Ganga 
Mata images covered 85,875 k.ms. and involved 78 million 
people from 2,34,634 villages. It was without doubt an 
unprecedented event in the annals of our religious and cultural 
renaissnace. 


Resurgence Among the Vanavasis 


_ The Vanavasi Kalyan Ashram first founded in Madhya 
Pradesh in 1952 has now spread to practically all the provinces. 
The Vanavasis — Tribals — were called Aboriginals and made 
victims of the divide and rule policy by the British. They were 
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declared ‘anime having no religion worth the name. The — 
Vanavasi regions were sealed offas ‘Protected Areas’ to all except 
the Christian missionaries to carry on their nefarious designs of 
conversion and subversion of their cultural and national 
loyalties. Now, for the first time, hundreds of Hindu 
missionaries have been spreading to those areas in a spirit of 
equal brotherhood, love and service. 


The Bharatiya Jana Jati Samskritika Manch (Indian Tribal 
Cultural Forum) has come into being in the North East to 
reinforce their mutual links among their 182 groups and also 
with the cultural mainstream of Bharat. Eminent Khasi leaders 
like Sri Onderson Mawari and Sri Hipshon Roy have made their 
spiritual and cultural values vibrant and brough back a number 
of Christian Khasis to their ancestral Khasi faith. The renowned 
and revered Rani Guidinliu, after attending the V-H.P. 
Conference at Prayag in 1979, has taken the lead in bringing 
together the three main branches among the Nagas — the Jemi, 
the Rengemi and the Zeliang, in a common movement for their 
religious rejuvenation, called Haraka i., the ‘pure faith’. The 
Haraka conference organised in January 1981 with the 
inspiration and support of the I.T.C. Forum proved to be historic 
and unprecedented. The 3-day Conference was'attended by more 
than 2,000 Naga delegates drawn from 81 villages of the three 
States of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur. Posters such as 

“Westernisation poses threat to our identity and culture”, 

» “Beware of cultural pollution”, etc., put up at such Conferences 

reflect the newly acquired keen awarness among the Nagas. A 

» new venture of teaching the Tribal children in their own dialects 
written in Bharateeya scripts is also afoot at Haflong, Assam, 


aS The non-Vanavasi sections of Hindus in the Assam plains 
too have started responding to the call of the Forum. This new 
trend promises to provide the urgently needed vital link between 
the Vanavasi and non-Vanavasi sections and set at naught the 
sinisterous designs of the missionaries to set up one against the 
other. 


The appeal of Vanavasi Kalyan Ashram touches the very. 
depths of their ancestral cultural roots. Functions like Rama 
Navami, Govardhan Pooja, Indal Pooja, and tours of Sadhus and 
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Sri Morarji Desai, Prime Minister, visiting Vanavasi 
Kalyana Ashrama, Jeshpur, M-P., 1978. To his left is Sri 
Balasaheb Deshpande, the Ashram Founder. 


A view of the new township, Deendayalapuram, Andhra, 
built by RSS after the cyclone havoc in 1978. 


Krishna Ashtami day. 
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Sanyasins, being organised in Madhya Pradesh, literally draw 
tens of thousands of Vanavasis from hundreds of villages. 


Samskara Kendras for women and children, schools, hostels, 


feading rooms, free dispensaries, and village and cottage 
industries, have been started in increasing numbers in all the 
provinces, right from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar to 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Kerala in the South. 


“Here Our Heart is Satisfied” 


Return of the converted Christian Vanavasis to their 
ancestral fold has been a natural concomitant effect of these 
various activities in provinces like Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra. 


An inspiring feature of the Vanavasi Kalyan Ashram 
mission is that hundreds of Vanavasis themselves are 
volunteering to take up various responsibilities in several 
provinces. So far, out of a total of 175 Vanavasi districts in the 
country 91 districts and 4,155 Vanavasi villages out of about 
50,000 have been brought into active contact with the Kalyan 
Ashram work. 


However, the real success of the Kalyan Ashram work is not 
to be measured in these figures and statistics; it lies in the 
enlivening spirit which informs all those activities. A couple of 
years back, Sri Hipshon Roy, after hig visit to the Vanavasi 
Kalyan Ashram centres in Madhya Pradesh, feelingly remarked: 
“It is here that we feel, above all, our head and heart completely 
satisfied and elevated”. | 


Breathing ‘Bharatiyatwa’ into Education 


Scores of educational trusts and societies have come up all 
over the country fired with the idea of inspiring Bharateeyatwa in 
education. Vidya Bharati, the co-ordinating central body, has 
under its guidance near about 1,800 schools, from nursery to 
college level, including scores of residential institutions. The 
turn out of the children in these institutions has been invariably 
far above the normal mun not only in their academic standards 
but in their cultured and disciplined behaviour as well. 


The Shishu Sangam of 15,000 children, 9 to 11 years of age, 
from Delhi and surrounding provinces organised by the Vidya 
‘Bharati in Delhi, in 1978 — the International Child Year — and 
inaugurated by the Rashtrapati, was a programme unmatched till 
today for its sheer size, its discipline and grandeur. 


The Bharatiya Shikshana Mandal, a forum for an in-depth 
study of the problems and pattern of education, has succeeded in 
eliciting the support and co-operation of eminent scholars, 
educationists and social thinkers from all over the country in 
organising educational seminars and workshops, and working 
out a practical pattern for imparting a truly Bharateeya 
orientation to our education. 


Samskrit, the nurturing mother par excellence of all our 
national languages — but often dubbed as a dead language — has 
now become very much alive and kicking, thanks to the novel 
and effective technique of teaching Samskrit conversation 
through 10-day camps, launched by the Hindu Seva Pratishthan 
of Bangalore. It is now taken up by some other institutions like 
Vishwa Samskrita Pratishthan also. The way thousands of 
learners, young and old, male and female, are flocking the camps 
and picking up Samskrit speaking is a sure sign that the 
movement may well become a massive one in the years to come. 


Pursuing Vivekananda’s Dream 


Cx 

The Vivekananda Rock Memorial Capiintitter took its birth 
during the Vivekananda Centenary Year in 1963 with a view to 
commemorating the occasion in a fitting and lasting manner. 
The grand memorial put up on the historic Vivekananda Rock 
amidst the seas off Kanyakumari, has verily become a monument 
of national inspiration. The massive collection of funds for that 
purpose by the Swayamsevaks from literally millions of 
commoners from every nook and corner of the country has 
indeed made the Memorial all the more memorable. It is to 
Bharat what the Statue of Liberty is to America. Later on, 
Vivekananda Kendra came into being to train young men and 
women to work among the rural and backward sections of 
society. The residential schools in Arunachal Pradesh run by the 
Kendra have been eminently successful in inculcating the right 
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cultural and spiritual Samskars for the Vanavasi children. 


Yoga Research and Yoga Therapy is one more special! field 
where the experts are breaking new ground and making 
contribution which may well prove to be of world-wide 
significance. | 


Harnessing Student Power 


_ One of the most vital fields of national reconstruction to be 
,attended to is, obviously, the student community./The Akhil 
Bharatéeya Vidyarthi Parishad has come forward to build up a 
student movement which would not only harness their 
intelligence and youthful vigour for the nation’s cause but invoke 
in them the highest values of Bharateeya culture. The Parishad 
which looks upon the student, teacher, parent and management 
as members of one harmonious educational family has now 
developed into the biggest all-Bharat students body in the 
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- The Parishad started with a big bang in 1949 by mobilising 
people's opinion through a massive Gallup poll urging the 
renaming of India as Bharat, for accepting Hindi as State 
Language and adopting Vande Mataram as National Anthem. It 
has now become a well-knit organisation’ with the active 
participation of thousands of students and hundreds of 
full-timers, professors and lecturers all over the country. 
Wherever it has struck roots it has succeeded to a remarkable 
degree in cultivating a peaceful academic atmosphere in college 
campuses, putting an end to caste and group rivalries and even 
dispelling the fear psychosis of goonda elements. 


Inyolvement of student power in rural reconstruction and 
enlightening and activating them to fight social evils like 
untouchability, dowry etc., is another important contribution of 
the Parishad. Programmes like ‘Experience in Inter-State 
Living’ and ‘India is My Home’ have been undertaken for 
instilling among the students the all-Bharat outlook. Scores of 
tribal students from the North-Eastern States have been brought 
to live in homes and educate themselves in other parts of the 
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During 1974-75, the Parishad played a leading role in the 
Gujarat and Bihar agitaions and succeeded in persuading Sri 
. Jayaprakash Narayan to guide the movment. Its part in fighting 
the. Emergency also was notable. Over 450 of its workers were 
held under MISA and more than 4,000 under DIR. The Parishad 
has also made commendable efforts in highlighting the crucial 
national problems like Assam, by organising seminars of leading 
journalists, educationists, social thinkers and student leaders — 
and arranging their visits to Assam. It also organised a historic 
Satyagraha at Guwahati of hundreds of students drawn from all 
parts of the country, and the tour of AASU leaders in other parts 
of the country. : 


Projecting A New Labour Vision 


The Bharateeya Mazdoor Sangh is now, according to 
Governmental assessment, the second largest labour 
organisation in the country. Although it entered the field long 
after the other major labour organisations, it has achieved this 
distinction by dint of its honesty and dedicated efforts. Apart 
from its rapid organisational growth the BMS has furnished a 
basic and unique philosophy for the labour movement, 


Before the rise of Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, the Indian 
labour field was dominated by political unionism. The 
recognised Central Labour Organisations were the wings of 
different political parties or groups. This often made workers the 
pawns in the power-game of different parties. The BMS has kept 
itself aloof from party politics,sought protection and promotion 
of workers interests within the framework of national interests, 
since it is convinced that there is no incompatibility between the 
two. In fact, all parties to industrial relations are part and parcel of 
the national organism and their sectional interests are identical 
with those of the nation. The BMS considers society as the third 
— and the more important — party to all industrial relations, and 
the consumers’ interest as the nearest economic equivalent to 
national interest. In consonance with the spirit of our Bharatiya 
culture, BMS has rejected the concept of class conflict which 
creates perpetual divison and strife in society and upheld the 
harmonising principle of ‘industrial family’. It has also, in tune 
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with our philosophical viewpoint, demanded recognition of the 
‘Right to Work’ as a Fundamental Right and advocated the 
onward march of labour from master-servant relationship to one 
of workers’ ownership. 


The success of BMS in inclucating among the labour the 
consciousness of duty, discipline, patriotism and moral and 
decent behavioural standards is truly a unique achievement. 
Popularising the Vishwakarma Day on the 17th of September, as 
the National Labour Day — Vishwakarma, being the universal 
architect and builder in ancient Indian lore — and the traditional 
saffron flag in place of the red flag, have been other bold and 
imaginative steps of BMS in giving the labour movement a 
distinctly nationalist orientation. 


New Fields Coming Up 


The Deendayal Research Institute has to its credit the 
well-known Gonda Project in U.P. It has shown how by bridging 
the communication gap between the bureaucracy and rural 
population with the help of a band of motivated workers, people’s 
active participation in the execution ofthe plans can be achieved 
and astonishing results obtained. Within a short span of three 
years, 2% lakhs acres of land‘in that district were brought under 
irrigation through tube wells. This has enabled the farmers to 
raise two to three crops a year thereby benefiting 93,000 families 
in 1039 villages. Similarly, under the tree plantation programme, 
2 23,000 trees were planted within a span of two years. The 
Antyodaya programme brought succour to 1,439 poorest 
families by providing them with milch cattle. 


The field of literature also has not been left untouched. The 
Rashtra Dharma Prakashan of Lucknow became the pioneer in 
the field, having been started in 1947. Rashtrotthana Sahitya of 
Bangalore has broughtoutin its Bharata- Bharati series over one 
crore copies of 510 biographical sketches of the great sons and 
daughters of Bharat, in Kannada. Their English, Hindi and 
Marathi renderings have also become very popular. The Suruchi 
Sahitya of Delhi, the Babasaheb Apte Smarak Samiti of Nagpur, 
with its special field of rewriting Indian History, the Chitra 
Kathamala (the pictorial series) of Gnana Ganga Prakashan, 
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Rajasthan, Bharatiya Vichar Sadhana of Nagpur and Pune are 
some of the more prominent all-Bharat publication ventures, 
bringing out authentic national, cultural and historical books 
and magazines. 


Popularisation of hundreds of national songs in scores of 
languages and dialects invoking the noblest of patriotic impulses 
and highest of cultural values in millions of hearts is yet another 
emotional dimension to national resurgence. 


Some of the Swayamsevaks have entered the journalistic 
field too. Through societies or public limited companies they 
have been instrumental in bringing out dailies,weeklies and 
other periodicals in all major languages which specialise in 
projecting men and matters from the right national perspective. 


Work among the neglected sections in the urban and rural 
area’ is also gaining momentum. The Seva Bharati of Delhi has 
to its credit over 150 such projects in the slums. The Hindu Seva 
Pratishthan of Bangalore has been getting excellent response in 
recruiting full-time young Hindu missionaries, both men and 
women. Through personal contacts and paper advertisements it 
has, over the last 5 years selected, trained and put into field over 
two hundred full-timers in fields as varied as education, nursing, 
yoga instruction,~ health promotion, Samskar-Kendras for 
children and, mothers, etc. . 


The Bhratiya Kushta Nivarak Sangh at Champa (MP) is 
doing yeomen service in curing leprosy patients and 
rehabilitating them in the society by trying to remove 
misconceptions and apprehensions from the minds of the 
people. 


The Bharateeya Kisan Sangh is one more All-Bharat body 
which envisages the entire agricultural community as one 
family. It is taking up educative programmes for farmers as also 
organising successful agitations. Unattached as it is to any 
political party and devoid of any vested interest, the Kisan Sangh, 


though founded less than seven years ago, is already able to forge 


ahead in most of the provinces. 
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Consumer movement too has come up in certain towns 
raising its voice effectively against the exploitation of the 
consumers by unscrupulous traders and manufacturers. 


Even while Doctorji was alive he was approached by Smt. 
Lakshmi Bai Kelkar — Maushiji — in 1936, for guidance in 
starting a women’s organisation. Doctorji, after explaining the 
peculiar problems. that confront women’s organisations, gave 
her useful suggestions. The Rashtra Sevika Samiti founded by 
Smt. Maushiji is specialising in cultivating among the Hindu 
women virtues such as physical courage and _ strength, 
intellectual grasp of the values of Hindu culture and heritage and 
devotional attachment to the ideals of Hindu womanhood. 
Through its regular programmes conducted in a spirit of 
discipline and co-operative effort, it has now grown into an 
all- Bharat movement resolved to protect the Hindu womanhood 
frem the corroding impact of Westem civilization. 


RSS: ‘Ready for Selfless Service’ 


As could be expected, the Swayamsevaksg have been the first 
to reach the victims whenever and wherever any natural or 
man-made calamities have overtaken our people. The Vastuhara 
Sahayata Samiti, Bengal, did yeoman service to the displaced 
brothers and sisters fleeing East Pakistan to Bharat in 1950. It 
distributed cash, clothes and utensils on a massive scale — 
collected from all over the country. When in Punjab, in 1955, 
several bunds were breached and six whole districts were | 
inundated, the Swayamsevaks rushed to those places even 
before the jawans arrived. They repaired 11 dams in Karnal and 
dumped 15,000 sand bags to stem the rising waters in Panipat. 


A terrific cyclone which hit coastal Andhra in November 
1977, left several thousands dead and thousands more 


homeless. The relief work organised by the Sangh evoked 


fulsome appreciation from the national press. ‘The Hindu’ of 
Madras reported: “RSS cadres are already engaged in quiet 
fieldwork in the Andhra villages. The real heroes of the relief 
operations are these young men and women from different parts 
of the country who have gone there as @ matter of conscientious 
duty, responding promptly to the call of their leaders for selfless 
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service in an area that is quite remote from their homes but 
nevertheless very relevant to their cause...” Andhra Pradesh 
Sarvodaya leader Shri Prabhakar was so moved that he said “RSS 
stands for Ready for Selfless Service”. Later, the model township 
of Deenadayalpuram came up for the cyclone-victims. 


And again in the wake of Morvi Dam disaster in Gujarat in 
1979, the Sangh Swayamsevaks swung into action before every 
one else. M.V. Kamath wrote in ‘The Illustrated Weekly’: “You 
might say anything about the RSS but when it comes to serving 
their fellow countrymen, they seem willing and ready to roll up 
their sleeves and get to work and ask for nothing in return — not 
even a picture in the ‘Weekly’. By all means damn them. Butonce 
in a while, stand back and thank them for what they have done”. 


The gas catastrophe at Bhopal witnessed the leading role of 
Swayamsevaks in providing emergency medical and other relief 
and removal and cremation of corpses. The day when 
neutralisation of the remaining gas had to be started,the entire 
city was evacuated with only Swayamsevaks standing guard 
along with the police and the Army around the factory and 
elsewhere in the city. 


The orgy of massacre and widespread loot and arson let 
loose against the Sikhs in Delhi in the wake of Smt. Indira 
Gandhi’s assassination in the first week of November, 1984, 
stunned the entire nation. At a time when the ruling party 
activists themiselves were inciting and leading the murderous 
mobs and the police remained either inactive or active abettors 
of the rioters, the Sangh Swayamsevaks in hundreds came 
forward even at the risk of their lives to afford shelter and succour 
to the terror-stricken victims. It was indeed a fire ordeal to the 
innate conviction in the Swayamsevaks of unbreakable bonds of 
brotherhood among all sections of Hindu society including the 
Sikhs, and they came out unscathed. 


Hindu Wave Reaches Distant Shores 


Nor have the Swayamsevaks who have reached the distant 
shores forgotten their gnission. The proud awareness of their 
great Hindu.cultural and spiritual heritage imbibed in Sangh has 
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made them carry on the mission of enlightening and organising 
the local residents and placing before the local communitics the 
Hindu ideal of an individual, a family man and of a socially 
conscious citizen. Organisations like the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad in America, the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh in U.K., 
the Bharateeva Swavamsevak Sangh in Kenya, the Sanatana 
Dharma Sabha in $.E. Asian countries have made significant 
strides in this direction. The historic World Convention of 
V.H.P. held in July, 1984, at New York drew 4,000 
representatives from 25 countries. Attended by Swami 
Chinmayananda, Swami Ishwarananda Giri, Dr. Karan Singh, 
Dr. Gopal Singh and several heads of Hindu religious and social 
groups, it has proved a shining landmark in that country. 


The three-day ‘Hindu-Sangam’ — all U.K. youth camp — 
organised by Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh in the Bradford 
University campus in August 1984, has succeeded in instilling 
the unifying Hindu consciousness among the various splinter 
groups of Hindus and also evoked unstinted appreciation even 
from the English elite, for the discipline, the cultured behaviour 
and dedication to hard work that the Sangh is able to impart to 
the youth there. The Lord Lieutinent Sir William Bulmer, the 
Queen’s Representative, two M.Ps. and several hundred leading 
English men and women visited the Camp and paid glowing 
tributes to the unique Hindu concept, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 
— world is one family — and expressed their confidence that the 
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh would play a vital, harmonising role 
amongst the various local ethnic groups. The Bradford Chief 
Inspector of Police came to the Camp venue to offer his sincere 
compliments to the exemplary discipline and decorum of the 
Sangh Swayamsevaks: 


The relief and other service activities organised from time to 
time by Bharatiya Swayamsevak Sangh in Kenya had drawn 
unstinted praise from President Jomo Kenyatta. The United 
Hindu Council of Kenya, the common forum for all 80 and odd 
local Hindu institutions, has been recognised by the 
Government, and on its request, the Government has declared 
Deepavali a National Holiday. 


* * * 
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THE DAWN OF HINDU AWAKENING 


These, in fine, are some of the more prominent fields in 
which the Sangh Swayamsevaks are unfolding their vision of 
total national renaissance. The sum total effect ‘of all this in 
transforming the nation’s psyche is also becoming markedly 
visible. Not even the confirmed pessimist can deny that the 
Hindu society is now waking up from its centuries- -old slumber 
of self-forgetfulness and that a fresh breeze of self-respect and 
self-confidence is blowing over the Hindu mind. 


At the time when the Sangh was started, could any one have 
imagined a siduation as the one that is obtaining now — 


— That a call for Hindu unity — under various names such as 
Virat Hindu Samaj, Hindu Samajotsav, Vishal Hindu Sammelan 
etc., — would be responded literally by lakhs and lakhs of Hindu 
people right from Jammu and Delhi to Kerala and Tamil Nadu? 


— And that in spite of the bewildering variety of sects, castes and 
sub-castes, languages and dialects, customs and beliefs, food 
and-dress, the Hindus would stand up and affirm their intrinsic 
unity? 


— That now the Hindu people can no longer be browbeaten by 
vituperative charges of communalism, narrow-mindedness, 
obscurantism etc., against them, but, on the contrary, there isa 
surging wave of pride in their hearts about their Hinduhood? 


— That the proverbially meek and docile Hindu who had been at 
the receiving end all these years is now no longer so? 


— That the famous assessment of Gandhiji that the average 
Hindu is a coward no longer holds good and that he can now call 
the bluff of anti- Hindu bullies? 


— That the Hindus would start asserting themselves and 
demanding the Scrapping of discrimination practised against 
them and of pampering the non-Hindus in matters of education, 
administration of religious places, family planning, application 
of personal law, etc.? 
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~~ And that they would start pressing for legislation to protect the 

weaker sections of society from the aggressive anti-national 
designs of proselytising non- Hindu faiths and stopping the flow 

of foreign money for that purpose? 


— And that they are able to defeat the aggressive Christian 
strategies like the one against putting up of Swami Vivekananda 
Rock Memorial and the one of establishing a church at Nilackel, 
and have started massively demonstrating for the restoration of 
objects of national heritage like Sri Rama Janma Bhoomi? 


— And that they have, indeed, succeeded in reinstalling the 
~ ancient Ishwar Lingam in and reclaiming into their own hands, 
the celebrated Jalakanteshwar Temple in Vellore, Tamil Nadu — 
a temple which had been desecrated and kept away from the 
hands of Hindus for centuries? 


— That fighting forums like Hindu Munnani in Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala, Hindu Manch, Hindu Jagarana Vedike etc., elsewhere, 
would come up as expressions of this awakened Hindu spirit to 
set right the many wrongs being practised against them by the 
anti-Hindu political and religious forces? And that the Hindu 
Munnani would be even making the political impact setting the 
politicians to think twice before going about appeasing the 
communalist non-Hindu groups at the cost of Hindu 
sentiments and Hindu interests? | 


— And that a province like Kerala which was termed ‘a lunatic 
asylum’ by Swami Vivekananda because of its horrible extent of 
untouchability now presents a picture with no trace of 
untouchability? And where the Hindu society, faced with the 
triple attacks of Muslims, Christians and Communists and riven 
by internal caste rivalries, had been given up for lost, but is now 
able to stand foursquare against them all?.And where the 
one-time widespread appeal of Communists is also waning in 
face of the Hindu ideological appeal? 


— That the various disruptive and poisonous theories like the 
Dravidian separatism in Tamil Nadu would be effectively 
‘neutralised by an awakened Hindu consciousness? 


— And, finally, that the camps of Sangh would draw scores of 
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thousands — 35,000 at Pune and 21,000 at Bangalore — of 
disciplined and dedicated youth in full uniform, demonstrating 
the patriotic and ideological spark inherent in the nations’s 
youth and disproving the prevalent notion that they had become 
a barbarous and indisciplined lot often proving a menace to the 
society, as in the case of some political youtlt melas in the recent 
past? And that its striking impact would also be feit on the 
general mass of people as evidenced by the same spirit of 
discipline and decorum prevailing in the huge and massive 
public programmes organised by the various organisations and 
forums inspired by Sangh? 


No greater proof is required for the decisive impact of the 
rising Hindu tide than the fact that there is no newspaper or 
journal of any importance which has not taken a prominent note 
of it. The Editor of ‘Illustrated Weekly’ (Feb. 12, 1984) wrote, 
“The need for a dynamic ideology to give India a development 
take-off is being constantly restated in political circles. We often 
hear that the nation needs a fierce ideological commitment to put 
it on the high road to progress. According to many people, 
Hinduism might just offer that. In recent months, the debate 
over Hinduism has gathered wind and the RSS is not its only 
proponent any more. Many others have joined the fray. Thinkers, 
intellectuals, organisations, political leaders.” 


Energising A whole Nation 


Now, what does this striking change in the nation’s mood 


signify? 


Firstly, that the general mass of our Hindu people have come 
to realise the truth of what the Sangh has been propounding all 
these sixty years of its existence, 1-¢., the ideology of Hindu 
Rashtra as being the right national ideology and Hindu 
Sanghatan as the inevitable basis for the nation’s integrity, 
security and glory. 


And secondly, that the people have also come to recognise 
the efficacy of the Sangh Shakhas in throwing up men capable of 
translating these ideals into reality in various fields of national 
life. 
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The whole country is also witness to the fact that the tiny 
streum of organisation started 60 years ago at Nagpur has now 
swelled into a mighty river proliferating into thousands of 
channels and nurturing countless activities in every field of 
national life. | 


And that .c Centres — the Shakhas — already in about 
20,000 places all over the country, from where all this light and 
warmth of the nation’s life are being radiated are fast spreading 
among all sections and strata of society. 


And these are the Centres — 


Where differences of caste and sect, touchable and 
untouchable, urban and rural, rich and poor, literate and 
illiterate, tribal or non-tribal — are all dissolved, and a 
harmonious union of hearts is emerging, 


Where men with sterling character, unbounded devotion 
and matchless discipline are being moulded, who are burning 
away sloth and selfishness in nation’s life and spreading the 
spirit of service and sacrifice all round; and as a result, the very 
name, ‘Sangh Swayamsevak’ has become a symbol of absolute 
trust and confidence in people’s minds. 


Where these Men, with a capital ‘M’, are inspired with the 
world mission bequeathed by the ancient Hindu sages and seers 
— the mission which seeks to infuse the awareness of the 
presence of the Supreme Spirit in the entire mankind and thus 
forge the spiritual bond of human brotherhood and amity, the 
mission which lights up the path for the fulfilment of the 
manifold human aspirations — the physical, mental, intellectual 
and spiritual — at their highest and noblest and save humanity 
from the present day suicidal craze of materialism. 
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And where, in short, the soul-stirring vision of generations 


past — the vision, which Swami Vivekananda described ina. 


prophetic vein; “One vision I see clear as life before me, that the 
ancient Mother has awakened once more, sitting in Her throne 
rejuvenated, more glorious than ever” — is energising a whole 
nation for endless efforts and sacrifices. 


* ke 
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